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new peace moves 


TA&DlS ABABA (AP) — A Sudanese cabinet minister visiting Ethiopia's 
.capital ^srot^tcciday tirar Prime Minister Sadeq Al Mahdi’s government 
'-’“i;;ai.iiiw'p«Wiinftia*ta .wub rite rebel southern Sedan People’s 
“tiOT Aroy ^SPLAjr Mubarak Al- FadilAl Mahadi, minister for 
>. mining, economic and foreign trade; told tbeAP the agreement 
iit September by the rebel army and the Democratic Unionist Party 
P):‘jhadt. poshiye efcjnkp**but afep.somc : points which have to be 
developed, danfied^mid abroEited." Mahadi did not elaborate on his 
' government's proposed move- Rebel leader John Garang.and Osman A1 
Mirghani, patriarch of the ‘Democratic Unionists — the second largest 
jparty In Sudan’s coafitfon government—signed an agreement in Ethiopia 
last year.. iLcalled fcn^a ceasefire in southern Sudan, the lifting by 
Khartoum of the sjate .of emergency and' convening by Dec. 31 of a 
constitutional cooferenee attended by aU political parties. The agreement 
• also called, for abrogation of Sudan's defence pad with an unnamed’ 
Foreign poWer; believed to be Libya. 
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Jordan-N. Yemeni talks begin 

AMMAN (Petra) — A prepartory Jordanian-North Yemeni committee 
began meetings Monday in Amman in preparation for meetings of the 
joint Jordanian-North Yemeni Higher Committee. The Jordanian side 
was Jed by Industry and .Trade Ministry Secretary General Mohammad At 
Saqqaf and the Yemeni side was led by the director general ol the Arab 
and Islamic Department at the Foreign Ministry Yahya Al Iryani. The 
committee discussed spheres of bilateral' cooperation in the' Helds nl 
education, health, commence, and trade exchange Saqqaf stressed thc 
importance of the meetings the committee will hold and noted Jordan's 
desire to meet-North Yemeni needs to expertise, doctors.'and teachers. 
He added that these meetings fall within the framework of the relations 
between the two countries whose bases His Majesty King Hussein and 
President Ali Abdullah Saleh had laid. The prepanory committee consists 
of representatives from the ministries of foreign aflairs. education, 
planning, industry, trade, in addition io (he central bank and the civil 
services offices in both countries. The North Yemeni side io the meetings 
arrived in Amman Monday. 
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.800 to run In Iraqi elections 

; BAGHDAD (AP) -— Mere than 808 Iraqis were- expected to 
register as candidates for the third National Assembly Sections 
scheduled for March, a government official said Monday. The 
official told the AP that the d ea d ffine for applications expired Monday. 
The electrons for the 255-seat assembly, the Iraqi parflamenl funned 
h 1980, were originally scheduled for Aug. 30. Bat after Iran accepted 
a United Nations-sponsored ceasefire hi the war with Iraq that took 
effect Aug. 28, the ruling Revolutionary Command Councfl postponed 
them until March 3 while the government was busy with peace talks. 

Palestinian embassy opened in E. Berlin 

EAST BERLIN (R) — The Palestine Liberation Organisation's East 
' Berlin mission was turned into the embassy of Palestine Monday, in 
Hue with East Germany's recognition of the declaration of an 
indepeadeat state last year. - 

Syria welcomes formation of Lebanon panel 

DAMASCUS (R) — Syria welcomed Monday the formation of an. 
' Arab League ministerial committee to try to resolve Lebanon's 
political crisis. “The committee is certainly an important step in the 
search for a way to pot an end to the present situation in Lebanon 
which has been exploited by the nation's enemies,” the official daily 
Syria Times said ban editorial. “A solution would not be impossible 
if it preserves Lebanon’s unity and Arab identity and bars the 
elements which infringe on than or threaten them,” It added. The 
committee formed in Tains last-Thursday includes ministers from 
Kuwait, Algeria, Jordan, Sudan, Tunisia, the United Arab Emirates 
and Arab Leagne Secretary-General Chads KfibL 

Rival leaders of Cyprus meet 

NICOSIA (R) — Greek- and Turiush-Cypriof leaders resumed talks 
on reunifying the island Monday. President George VassaHoa and 
Turkish-Cypriot leader Rauf Denfctash met for two hours in a buffer 
. zone. VutiHoo and Denfctash wifi meet again next Monday in the 
home of U.N. special representative to Cyprus Oscar CamHlfcm, 

; where Monday’s doted talks were also held, a U.N. spokesman said. 

Somali president in Cairo 

CAIRO (R) — Somali President Mohammad Siad Barre arrived in 
- Cairo- Monday on the second teg of a Middle East tour to discuss 
international issues and explain domestic political policy. President 
Hesaf Mubarak met Barre, accompanied by several cabinet ministers, 
upon his arrival from Iraq and drove with him to the Knbba 
.presidential palace. Barn’s tour wfll also take him to Kuwait. 

fsfctmfc foreign minisfersto meet in March 

KUWAIT (R)—Islamic foreign ministers wifi meet in Riyadh March 
13 to discuss the Afghan and Palestinian conflicts and pan-Idamic 
cooperation, the new head the Organisation of Islamic Conference 
(01C) said Monday. Homed Al Gaind of Niger, new secretary general 
of the 46-member OHVfold reporters after talks with Kuwaiti Foreign 
Minister Sheikh Sabah Al Ahmad Al Sabah that prospects for 
inter-Isiamk cooperation bad recently improved. 

Iranlan premier arrives in Rome . 

. ROME (AP) — Ir an i a n Prime Minister Hussein Mttsavi arrived in 
Rome Monday at the start of a five-day European visit that wiB also 
take him to Poland. After his arrival by Iranian military aircraft at 
Ctompmo airport. Musavi Dew by helicopter to Rome’s Villa Dona. 
hmpfcHfi for meetings with Italian Premier Ciriaco de Mfca and 
Foreign Minister Glutio AndreottL Musavi, making his first foreign 
trip in several years, is scheduled to meet with Pope John Paul at the 
Vatican Tuesday. 

Bangui restores ties with Israel 

BANGUI, Central African Republic (AP) — The Central African 
Republic and Israel have restored diplomatic relations, the Foreign 
Ministry announced' Monday. The Central African Republic broke 
relations in 1973, one of 29 African nations to do so. The decision was 
azmoonced following a meeting Monday between Central African 
of state General Andre Kolmgba and an Israeli 
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Uganda denies renewed request for Amin 

KAMPALA (AP)—A presidential spokeswoman Monday denied that 
Uganda had renewed a request for the extradition of former dictator 
TkB Amin from neighbouring Zaire. Sope Kftvengerc, pretidential press 
secretary, said she knew nothing of published reports that the 
government was stepping ap diplomatic pressure for the return of 
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Armenian militant set free in France 

PARIS (R)—An Armenian activist convicted of arms offences in 1986 
was released from a French prison Monday bid may be expeDed to 
Algeria or Sooth Yemen, Justice Ministry sources said. Monte 
Meficonian, said by police to be a founder of the guerrilla group 
ASALA (Armenian Secret Array for the Liberation of Armenia), was 
taken from Pmssy prison near Pars to a detention centre. A judge will 
deride whether to let hun stay in France, under surveillance, or expel 
him. MdkoflJan, 32, was vriffing to go to Algeria or Sooth Yemen, the 
sources said-. He was sentenced. In December 1986 to six years, of 
which two were suspended, for illegal possession of a pistol, an 
(sptosives device and take documents. Hfe prison term was reduced 
fin* good behaviour. 

Iranian burials conducted in disguise’ 

BAGHDAD (R) — An Iranian opposition group said Monday Iranian 
prison guards had worn disguises to smuggle the bodies of executed 
political prisoners to a cemetery for secret burial. The Baghdad-based 
Mpjahedeen-e-Khalq, in a telex to Reuters, said warders from 
Tdmm's Erin prison wearing dothes tike those worn by cemetery 
workers were seen stacking bodies hi tomes. Hoping to conceal their 
Identity from mourners, they drove the corpses to Behesht-e-Zahra 
cemetery where hundreds of bodies of executed political prisoners 
have been discovered, it said. It did not say when the incident 
occurred. The Mntfahedeen-e-Khalq has said it estimates that 12,008 
political prisoners have been executed by the Iranian government 
smee the August ceasefire in its war with Iraq. 

Soviet troop withdrawals to start in April 

VIENNA (R>— A senior Soviet defence official said Monday that the 
nuffateral redaction of Moscow’s troops in Eastern Europe would 
begin In April. Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev told the United 
Nations la December that 50,000 troops and 5,008 tanks would be 
withdrawn from East Germany, Czechoslovakiaand Hungary within 
-tap yeas*. la the first official indication of when the pullouts will 
begin. Deputy Defence Minister Vitaly Shahanov told Austrian Radio 
frum Mosf»w thflt liiey would take {dace in two stages, the first 
begtesfeg in AprQ uttd file second to 1998. Shabanov would give BO 
defedp mi how uia^ tanks or troops wradd be withdrawn in each of 
tite stages. 





Rifai, 


PRIME Minister Zaid Rifai met in his office 
Monday with visiting U.S. Senator Arten Specter 
and a delegation accompanying him. They re¬ 
viewed latest developments in the Middle East 
region in the presence of the U.S. Ambassador 


Middle East 


Roscoe Suddarth. 

Specter was Sunday received in audience by His 
Majesty Rmg Hussein soon after the U.S. senator's 
arrival hare in the course of a Middle East tour. 


EEC envoy leaves Israel; no 
peace plan but hopes to help 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — Span¬ 
ish Foreign Minister Francisco 
Fernando Ordonez concluded a 
two-day visit to Israel Monday 
saying he had offered no new 
peace plan but had hopes of 
helping to resolve the Middle 
East problem. 

Ordonez told reporters after a 
one hour meeting with his Israeli 
counterpart, Moshe Arens, that 
“I didn’t come here to give coun¬ 
sel as to how Israel should be¬ 
have, just to help.” 

Fernando Ordonez currently is 
president of the European Coun¬ 
cil of Ministers, which groups the 
foreign ministers of the 12-nation 
.European Economic Community - 
(EEC). 

The council earlier this month 
launched a new peace initiative 
that, aims at organising an inter¬ 
national peace'conference under 
the auspices of-the United Na¬ 
tions. 

Israel has been cool to such a 
move, but last week Prime Minis¬ 


ter Yitzhak Shamir said the Un¬ 
ited Nations could play a role in 
peace efforts by initiating talks 
between Israel and the Arabs. 

Fernando Ordonez, French Foreign 
Minister Roland Dumas and 
Greek Foreign Minister Karolous 
Papulias are to hold exploratory 
peace talks with Palestine Libera¬ 
tion Organisation (PLO) Chair¬ 
man Yasser Arafat in Madrid 
Jan. 27. 

Asked if Europe has a role to 
play in the peace process. Arens 
told reporters: “The mechanism 
for the resolution of die problems 
we are facing is direct negotia¬ 
tions.” 

- He added that ’-‘friendly coun¬ 
tries have the opportunity... of 
presenting their views and learn¬ 
ing from us what our views are 
and how we will attack these 
problems.” 

Earlier Monday, Fernando. 
Ordonez held talks with Finance 
Minister Shimon Peres, who was 
foreign minister in' the previous 


Israeli government 

Peres told reporters after the 
session that the Palestinian upris¬ 
ing in the occupied West Bank 
and Gaza Strip would have to 
stop before any peace talks could 
begin. 

‘'As long as violence will reign 
and continue. I see tittle chance 
for file peace process,” Peres 
said. 

Arab League Secretary-Gener¬ 
al Chadli Klibi was quoted as 
saying by Kuwait’s Al Qabas 
newspaper Monday that he ex¬ 
pected the EEC to “convince the 
Israelis to exploit the present 
positive erreuinstances in the 
Middle East, .which cannot last 
for a long time.” 

KHbi, interviewed in Madrid 
after talks with Spanish officials, 
said his discussions with Fernan¬ 
do Ordonez covered the Middle 
East problem, Israel’s occupation 
of South Lebanon and stalled 
peace talks between Iran and 
Iraq. 


Arafat, Finnish leader 
review peace prospect 


HELSINKI (Agencies) — Pales¬ 
tine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) Chairman Yasser "Arafat, 
arrived Monday and began talks 
with Foreign Minister Kaievi Sor- 
sa on prospects for peace in the 
Middle East, the Finnish Foreign 
Ministry said. 

‘ PLO and Foreign Ministry offi¬ 
cials have said a central topic of 
Arafat’s talks with Finnish poli¬ 
tical leaders will be .how to adv¬ 
ance the Middle East peace pro¬ 
cess, particularly through an in¬ 
ternational peace conference. 

Ministry officials said Arafat’s 
two-day visit, during which be 
will meet President Mauoo 
Koivisto and Prime Minister Har-' 
ri Hoflceri, was one of a number 
of planned high-level Finnish 
contacts with parties to the Mid¬ 
dle East conflict. 

Israeli Foreign Minister Moshe 
Arens has been invited to Fin¬ 
land, which has hundreds of 
peacekeeping troops in the Mid¬ 
dle East, but no date has been 
fixed. 

In a radio interview on the eve 


of the visit, Finnish Prime Minis¬ 
ter Harri Holkeri said Finland 
would not change its attitude 
-towards the PLO and extend rec¬ 
ognition to the state declared 
Nov. 15. 

“We recognise that the PLO is 
.the most significant representa¬ 
tive of the Palestinian people, 
and it is in this capacity that we 
have invited Mr. Arafat,” Hol¬ 
keri said. 

“However, we do not recog¬ 
nise a Palestinian state because, 
from the point of view erf our 
policy, that is an irrelevant ques¬ 
tion.” 

PLO officials have said they 
hoped Finland could lead the 
group of European neutral coun¬ 
tries in recognising Palestinian 
independence. 

“Finland could play an impor¬ 
tant part in peace negotiations, as 
it is known for its neutrality and 
its desire to work for peace every¬ 
where,” Arafat said in a Finnish 
television interview from Tunis 
Sunday. 


Rockets kill 5 In Kabul 


KABUL (AP) — Six rockets 
slammed into the Afghan capital 
Monday, killing four people and 
injuring nine in the first such 
attack ou the dty in three weeks, 
authorities said. 

Afghan guerrillas, fighting the 
Soviet-backed government, were 
suspected of launching the first 
rocket attack Kabul since Dec. 
27. But some diplomats specu¬ 
lated the rockets may have been 
fired by hardline elements in the 
army of Afghan President Na- 
jibuUah in an attempt to pressure 
the Soviets to delay their troop 
withdrawal. 

Rebel unity 

An Afghan rebel leader has 
warned that rival guerrilla forces 
based in Iran and Pakistan face 
serious conflicts unless they agree 
on a single leadership, the Islamic 
Republic News Agency (£RNA) 
reported Monday. 

“What is important is that be¬ 
fore Russians leave, our organisa¬ 
tion should form a government 
and decide on a single leadership 
to prevent possible bloodshed,’’ 
IRNA quoted SibgbarulLah Mo 


jaddkh as saying. 

Mojaddidi, spokesman for the 
Pakistan-based alliance of seven 
guerrilla factions, was in Tehran 
to attend a two-day seminar on' 
Afghanistan that ended Monday. 

The Iranians, who have 
emerged as key brokers in efforts 
to arrange a peaceful transition 
following a Soviet military with¬ 
drawal from Afghanistan, sup¬ 
port an eight-group rebel alliance 
based in Iran. 

These group 8 ue predominant¬ 
ly Shi’ite Muslims, like most Ira¬ 
nians. 

Soviet charge 

Soviet Foreign Minister 
Eduard Shevardnadze Saturday 
accused Pakistan of interfering in 
Afghanistan and said it could 
instead play a major role in res¬ 
toring peace, the official Afghan 
news agency Bath tar repotted. 

Shevardnadze, in an interview 
wijh Bakbtar before his Sunday 
departure from Kabul after a 
three-day visit, said the fulfilment 
of the Geneva accords signed last 
April depended on Pakistan’s 
new government. 


Peres: 
Camp 
David 
cannot be 
imposed 

TEL AVIV (R) — Israeli Depu¬ 
ty Prime Minister Shimon 
Peres was quoted as saying 
Monday that the 1978 Israeli- 
Egyptian Camp David accords 
could not be imposed upon 
Palestinians because they were 
not a party to the pad. 

Israel Radio quoted Peres as 
also telling a visiting Council of 
Europe parliamentary delega¬ 
tion that the accords, which 
foresaw only limited “auton- 
oany" for Palestinians in the 
occupied West Bank and Gaza 
Strip* could not be enforced 
against the wfll of parties. 

The European delegation is 
tonring the region to prepare 
for ah international conference 
of parliamentarians on Middle 
East peace in June. 

Peres earlier met Spanish 
Foreign Minister Francisco 
Fernandez Ordonez, who con¬ 
cluded a two-day fact-finding 
visit to Israel on behalf of the 
European Economic Com¬ 
munity. 

It was the first time Peres 
had spoken oat on foreign poli¬ 
cy since Prime Minister Yit¬ 
zhak Shamir announced in De¬ 
cember he was working on a 
new Israeli peace initiative 
based on the Camp David 
accords. 

The accords led to Israel’s 
1979 treaty with Egypt. 

The radio also quoted Peres, 
now finance minister and depu¬ 
ty prime minister, as saying he 
hoped Shamir’s right-wing 
fjfcnd party .would soon accept 
the need for an inte rnat i o nal 
peace conference on tie Middle 


Shamir fought an election 
campaign against the idea last 
November but has since ,in 
p ri nci ple accepted superpower 
or U.N. auspices to launch 
direct Arab-Israeti peace nego¬ 
tiations. 


Iraq, Iran demand 
other move first 
to break deadlock 


NICOSIA (AP) — Iran and Iraq Monday 
demanded the other make concenssions to 
break the deadlock in United Nations-spon- 
sored peace talks to end their eight-year-old 
war. But neither showed any sign of 
budging. 


Iranian Deputy Foreign Minis¬ 
ter Mohammad Lavasani told the 
Associated Press that Tehran 
roles out any progress in the 
stalled negotiations unless Iraq 
withdraws its troops from 1,000 
square kilometres of Iranian 
territory they occupy. 

Iraqi Deputy Foreign Minister 
Wlsam Al Zahawie rejected any 
military pullback to pre-war bor¬ 
ders troop withdrawal, as envis¬ 
aged in the United Nations' 
Security Council ceasefire resolu¬ 
tion, before Iran guarantees the 
safety of navigation of Iraqi ship¬ 
ping in the Gulf. 

The dispute has blocked prog¬ 
ress since the talks started Aug. 
25. five days after the U.N.- 
sponsored ceasefire took effect. 

The two ministers were in Cyp¬ 
rus to attend a non-aligned con¬ 
ference. Iran and Iraq have 
blamed each other for the peace 
talks deadlock. 

Each demanded full imple¬ 
mentation of the first point of the 
10-point ceasefire agreement — 
an immediate ceasefire on land, 
at sea and in the air and a 
withdrawal by both sides to the / 
pre-war border. But they had a 
different interpretation of what 
the first point demanded. 


Lavasani said that "obviously, 
after the establishment of a cease¬ 
fire. withdrawal to internationally 
recognised border bad to be im¬ 
plemented without delay.” 

Zahawie said: "They ask for a 
withdrawal of troops, but of 
course this will come only after a 
consolidation of the ceasefire on 
land, at sea and in the air. as 
demanded by the first point of the 
Security Council resolution.” 

He said that Iran’s insistence 
that it has the right under interna¬ 
tional law to intercept Iraqi- 
bound shipping until a peace trea¬ 
ty is signed “means that the ceas¬ 
efire has not yet been fully im¬ 
plemented.” 

The Iranians have not inter¬ 
cepted any vessels in the Gulf 
since the ceasefire, but it has 
declared it was ready to waive its 
right to do so if the Iraqis with¬ 
draw their troops. 

“This is not good enough, we 
don't accept favours from Iran.” 
Zahawie said. 

“If Iran feels free, at any time, 
to exercise this right, this means a 
resort to force, since our ships 
will not obey an order to stop. 
This means the ceasefire will be 
violated,” be argued. 

“They expect us to accept a 


blockade of Iraqi ports, and ex¬ 
pect to have full freedom to use 
their ports without any sign of a 
simitar blockade by us. But a 
ceasefire should benefit both 
sides equally." Zahawie added. 

He said Iraq has proposed that 
both sides sign an agreement they 
would not interfere with the free¬ 
dom of shipping, “but they re¬ 
fused." 

Lavasani defended Iran’s 
stand, saying Tehran was "se¬ 
rious when we accepted" Security 
Council Resolution 598. “and we 
still stand by this commitment." 

"We believe that 598 should be 
fully implemented on the basis of 
the secretary-general’s outline 
plan, which has been endorsed by 
the Security Council,” he said. 

Zahawie said another point 
preventing progress is Iran's re¬ 
fusal to allow the clearing of the 
Shatt Al Arab waterway. Iraq’s 
only outlet to the sea, which is 
blocked by sunken ships and 
other war debris. 

Iran, which has hundreds of 
kilometres of Gulf coastline, 
maintains that work cannot start 
before a complete Iraqi troop 
withdrawal. 

Zahawie said clearing could 
start with an understanding by 
both sides that this would not 
affect conflicting claims on the 
waterway, the pre-war southern 
boundary between the two sides. 

"We have the feeling the Ira¬ 
nians don’t want a comprehensive 
peace. They only want an end to 
the conflict on the battlefront to 
make it a diplomatic conflict.” he 
said. 


10 Palestinians killed in 
5 days in W. Bank, Gaza 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (Agencies) — 
Israeli soldiers shot dead a Palestinian teenager 
in the occupied West Bank Monday and a Gazan 
died of wounds received in an earlier clash, 
bringing to 10 the number of Palestinians shot 
dead in the last five days. 

Two Palestinians have died each day since 
Thursday in dashes with soldiers, prompting an 
Israeli cabinet debate over army methods, parti¬ 
cularly the use of supposedly non-lethal plastic 
bullets. 

Energy Minister Moshe Shahal noted in Sun¬ 
day's cabinet meeting that casualties had risen 
while the number of protests in the Palestinian 
uprising in the occupied territories had declined, 
government sources said. 

During a clash with stone-throwing students in 
the West Bank town of Hebron, troops shot dead 
Radwan Abu Sbeih, 17, and Ahmad Mohamed 
Abu Mustafa of Khan Yunis in the Gaza Strip 
died in hospital of head wounds sustained Satur¬ 
day, the army said. 

Their deaths brought the number of Palesti¬ 
nian fatalities in the 13-month-old uprising to at 
least 367. 

Palestinians reported at least eight protesters 
were wounded by army gunfire. 

Police meanwhile lifted a five-day curfew on 
the Arab Jerusalem neighbourhood of Silwan but 
warned it would be imposed again if stone¬ 
throwing at passing vehicles resumed. Some 30 
residents were arrested during the curfew. 

Curfews were maintained on the West Bank 
town of Tulkarem and the Gaza Strip refugee 
camps of Shati and Nuseirat, the army said. 

Right-wing trade and industry minister Ariel 
Sharon demanded that Israel act against what he 
called PLO offices operating in Arab Jerusalem. 


Minister-without-portfolio Ehud Olmert, who 
is in charge of Arab affairs and a member of the 
right-wing Likud bloc, said on Israel Radio 
Monday that every Arab death caused him 
“personal anguish. “Both Israel and the Palesti¬ 
nians are paying a "high price” for putting down 
the uprising, he said. 

While favouring tough measures against pro¬ 
testers, Olmert said he did not understand the 
army's policy for opening fire. 

“I don’t think there’s a lot of logic or common 
sense in shooting after a boy when he's already 
finished throwing his srone and is running away, ” 
he said. “There must be some judgement and 
some restraint.” 

In the Gaza Strip, families buried a 12-year-old 
girl and a 17-year-old boy overnight under the 
watchful eyes of a military patrol, an Arab 
reporter said. Both were killed by troops in 
clashes during the past week. 

The army forced the families to bury the dead 
at midnight and limited the number of relatives 
attending to 15, the Arab reporter said. The 
restrictions were apparently designed to prevent 
the funerals from sparking further protesters. 

In Jerusalem, several extreme right-wing 
Israelis finked to former anti-Arab parliamenta¬ 
rian rabbi Meir Kahane said they planned to 
create an independent “state of Judea" in the 
occupied territories if Israel decided to withdraw 
from there. 

“We are loyal Israelis but if our government 
gives up Judea and Samaria (Israeli names for the 
West Bank) and Gaza, then we will create a free 
slate of Judea there to prevent the creation of a 
’terrorist’ PLO state,” .said militant Michael 
Ben-Horin. 


Foreign ministers gather in 
Vienna to endorse CSCE pact 


VIENNA (Agencies) — Foreign 
ministers from 34 countries, 
headed by George Shultz on his 
last trip as U.S. secretary of state, 
began arriving in Vienna Monday 
to endorse a disarmament and 
human rights package hailed as a 
breakthrough in East-West rela¬ 
tions. 

The ministers begin a three-day 
meeting Tuesday during which 
they will formally approve the 
final document of the conference 
on security and cooperation in 
Europe (CSCE), worked out 
over 27 months of hard bar¬ 
gaining. 

Shultz, making his last trip 
abroad before a new administra¬ 
tion takes over, in Washington 
Friday, was the first to arrive. 

He was to call on -Austrian 
Chancellor Franz Vranitzky and 
Foreign Minister Alois Mock. 

Soviet Foreign Minister 


Eduard Shevardnadze is not sche¬ 
duled to arrive in Vienna until 
Wednesday. 

The ministers will endorse a 
new set of talks on reducing 
conventional forces in Europe, 
due to open in March, and a 
package of proposals on impro¬ 
ving human rights and economic 
cooperation in Europe. 

The package was hailed as a 
milestone in East-West relations 
by all participants except Roma¬ 
nia when adopted Sunday. 

The Romanian statement, 
made at a dosed-door meeting 
and later distributed by the state 
news agency Agerpres. said 
Bucharest “does not pledge” to 
keep accords to which it objected 
earlier. 

Yuri Kashlev, the Soviet 
ambassador to the review confer¬ 
ence, said Romania’s statement 
did not wreck the consensus on 


which ali Helsinki accords are 
based. 

Bur Li.S. Ambassador Warren 
Zimmermann bluntly dismissed 
Romania’s statement as "illegal” 
and “absurd.” 

Shultz praised the Soviet Un¬ 
ion for making progress toward 
improving its record on human 
rights. But he also urged Moscow 
to go further by tearing down the 
Berlin Wall and. dismantling 
transmitters used until last year to 
jam Western radio broadcasts 
into Eastern Europe. 

The top U.S. foreign policy 
official credited the Soviets and 
their East European allies with 
being more open than in 1975, 
when the original Helsinki final 
act was signed. The new agree¬ 
ment came at the end of a confer¬ 
ence reviewing the Helsinki 
accord. 
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Rescue workers carry one of the victims of a carbomb explosion in which kfiled at least seven people, 
west Beirut Friday. Hizboliah blames its rival Antal for the attach, 

Amal, Hizbollah bury the 
dead, vow deadly revenge 


BEIRUT (Agencies) — Feuding militias Monday 
vowed deadly vengeance against each other as they 
buried victims of their battles in South Lebanon. 


“We shall take revenge. It shall 
be iperriless.” chanted about 
1.500 zealots of the pro-Iranian 
Hizbollah (Party of God). 

- They also intoned “Death to 
the criminal of south Beirut" and 
“Bern. Bern you satan” in south 
Beirut's Bir A1 Abed district dur¬ 
ing a funeral procession for four 
combatants. 

Nabih Beni heads the rival 
mainstream Amal militia which 
Hizbollah has been fighting on 
and off for nine months in a 
struggle for dominance of Leba¬ 
non's Shi'ites, the country's 
largest sect. 

At about the same time, some 
7,000 mourners staged a funeral 
in the southern port of Tyre for 
three Amal victims, chanting 
"Death to Iran, death to 
Khomeini," and “Oh Iran re¬ 


move your dogs from here and 
get off our backs.” 

Other funeral processions were 
held by the two factions else¬ 
where in south and east Lebanon 
for 13 other victims whose corp¬ 
ses were among 20 removed by 
the Red Cross Sunday from the 
embattled apple province village 
of Jubah. 

Hizbollah advocates the estab¬ 
lishment of an Islamic republic in 
Lebanon patterned after Iran. 

The more secular and national¬ 
ist Amal resents Iran's influence 
and has been fighting since April 
to evict Hizbollah from Beirut’s 
Shi'ite-populated southern slums 
and predominantly Shi'ite South 
Lebanon. 

Their latest confrontation 
started in south Beirut Dec. 31 
and spread to the south a day 
later. 


Police said the two factions 
clashed before dawn Monday in 
the southern slums for the third 
time in 24 hours. They said two 
people were killed and five 
wounded in the street battles. 

That upped the casualties to 
168 killed and 315 wounded since 
Dec. 31. 

A Hizbollah spokesman, who 
requested anonymity, said: “We 
are afraid of another carbomb. 
similar to the one we had after 
the protest march Friday. That’s 
why the march today will be 
brief.” 

A powerful carbomb exploded 
in Bir Al Abed Friday, minutes 
after thousands of Hizbollahis 
staged a protest march against 
Amal. Police said seven people 
were killed and 15 wounded. 

Hizbollahi militiamen stopped 
the funeral procession occasional¬ 
ly to check cars on both sides of 
the road. They broke windows of 
at least three cars which they 
suspected were booby-trapped. 


Top Hizbollah clerics held talks 
Sunday with Sheikh Shamsed- 
dine. Hizbollah says Shamsed- 
dine is loyal to Atrial. 

Shamseddine met Hizbollah's 
spiritual mentor. Sheikh Moham¬ 
mad Hussein Fadlallah, Saturday 
for the first time in two years. 

Battles between the rival 
groups eased off over the past 
three days while Shi'ite religious 
leaders tried to stop the blood¬ 
shed. 

Local newspapers said Hizbol¬ 
lah and Amal teams as well as 
Sheikh Mohammad Mehdi Sham¬ 
seddine, vice-president of the 
Higher Shi'ite Council, were ex¬ 
pected to visit Damascus for talks 
with Syrian officials. 

Syria and Iran held talks last 
week seeking a way to end the 
fighting. 

Ibrahim Al Amin, a top Hiz¬ 
bollah deric, called Sunday for an 
immediate truce and urged Iran 
and Syria to intervene. 


Waldegrave, Klibi see ’89 
as crucial for peace 


TUNIS (Agendes) — British 
Foreign Office Minister William 
Waldegrave left Tunis Monday 
after a four-day visit during which 
he held groundbreaking talks 
with Palestinian leader Yasser 
Arafat. 

The minister of state had a final 
meeting Monday morning with 
Chadli Klibi, secretary general of 
the Arab League, on attempts to 
bring peace to the Middle East, 
talks between Iran and Iraq and 
Britain's relations with Syria and 
Libya. 

Waldegrave and Klibi agreed 
1989 would be a crudal year for 
progress on the question of Pales¬ 
tine, league offidals said. 

The minister has said his meet¬ 
ing with Arafat Friday marked 
the return of Britain to the Mid¬ 
dle East peace process and he 
welcomed the change in Palestine 
.Liberation Organisation (PLO) 
policy towards recognition of 
Israel. 

It was Arafat's first meeting a 
British minister. 

After the talks Waldegrave 
said Israel would have to adapt to 
a changing world or run the risk 
of being left behind. 

British offidals'said Waldeg¬ 
rave and Arafat agreed on the 
form of a proposed Middle East 
peace conference and Waldeg¬ 
rave said the only obstacle was 
Israeli opposition to the idea. 

Israel says—it would prefer 
direct talks with selected Palesti¬ 
nians from the occupied West 
Bank and Gaza Strip. 

The British minister also met 
Tunisian Prime Minister Hedi 
Baccouche and other ministers 
and attended a two-day confer¬ 
ence of British ambassadors in 
the Maghreb. 


He was returning to London 
via Frankfurt. 

‘Israel losing support* 

Waldegrave was quoted as 
saying Monday that Israel’s hand¬ 
ling of the occupied territories 
has lost it support in Western 
Europe. 

He also told the Times news¬ 
paper that the United States sup¬ 
ported Britain's initiatives for 
peace in the Middle East, includ¬ 
ing Waldegrave's meeting with 
Arafat. 

Waldegrave told the Times: 
“The Israelis have got to realise 
that their handling of the occu¬ 
pied territories has lost them that 
inestimable thing which they once 
bad, the instinctive support of the 
ordinary man or woman in the 
street in Western Europe, and 
perhaps in the United States.” 

He said, “It is something which 
they should be seriously assessing 
the long-term consequences of.” 

In an interview from Tunis. 
Waldegrave also spoke of U.S. 
support for British moves. 

“The Americans certainly wel¬ 
come our move because it derives 
from the same analysis that the 
recent steps taken by Mr. Arafat 
and the Palestinians are real... 
the Palestinians have genuinely 
moved," he told the newspaper. 

Waldegrave said in Tunis after 
the meeting with Klibi that Lon¬ 
don had “serious problems with 
Libya, especially Tripoli’s sup¬ 
port for the provisional Irish Re¬ 
publican Army.” 

Waldegrave said he told Klibi 
the British government was 
“waiting for more than just words 
and that we would like proof of 
(Libya) following another path so 



Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat meets British Minister WDfiam 
Waldegrave in Tunis Friday. 


that relations between our coun¬ 
tries can improve.” 

Asked if he had suggested Klibi 
be the mediator between Britain 
and Libya, which have not have 
diplomatic relations since 1986, 
Waldegrave said he had not 
asked, and Klibi had not prop¬ 


osed sucb a role. 

“We have let (Libyan leader 
Muammar) Qadbafi know exactly 
what we are asking of him," he 
said. 

Waldegrave said Britain's rela¬ 
tions with Syria were “totally 
different.” 


Klibii Arab states 
U.S. into scrappin 



KUWAIT (Agencies) — Arab League Secretary-General Chadli 
Klibi says that Arab states with influence on the United- States 
pressured Washington into calling off planned naval manoeuvres 
off Libya, the Al Qabas daily reported Monday. 

“Hte good offices -exerted by . certain Arab states on the 
international level were part of a comprehensive Arab League move 
to contain the consequences of the shooting down of two Libyan 
jets and prevent an escalation of tension in the Mediterranean, 
particularly at this critical and important stage of the Arab-Israeli 
Conflict,” the daily quoted him-as saying... 

- ■ He did not name the Arab countries. 

U.S. navy F-14s shot down two Libyan MiG-23s over the 
Mediterranean Jan. 4 amid tendon oyer U.S. allegations that Libya 
was building a chemical weapons plant south of Tripoli. Libya said 
the factory was designed to manufacture pharmaceuticals. 

The U.S. State Department said Jan. 11 that naval air man¬ 
oeuvres in the Mediterranean near Libya scheduled for Jan. 16-17 
had been cancelled in an effort to reduce tension in the region. 

The Arab League rallied, behind Libya to condemn the- Jan. 4 
incident r • 

Arab states called for restraint by the United States and Libya to 
avoid jeopardising renewed Middle East peace, efforts following 
the Palestine Liberation Organisation’s (PLO) recognition of Israel 
and renunciation of terrorism. 

U.S. keeps up pressure 

Senior U.S. officials meanwhile kept up the pressure on Libya but . 
gave no indication .that a military strike agains t the alleged 
chemical weapons plant was in the offing.' 

. Vernon Walters, US. ambassador to the United Nations, said 
Libya last week returned the body of a U-S. airman shot down 
during the 1986 U.S. bombing raid because “they are anxious for 
better relations with n. 

“But actions are going to have to follow words...,” Walters said 
in an interview on Cable News Network. 

“We’re looking for an abandoning of (Libyan leader Muammar) 
Qadhaft’s constant efforts to swallow up, unite with-or absorb his 


neighbours, and to stop supporting international -teawtoTV 
“He’s doing it now in more distant areas, lite the Fihpmo rebels . 
or the IRA. But he’s got to behave like a civiKsed nrember of tire 
civilised community if be wants to be accepted. Walters said. • 
President Reagan said last month the-United States w as 
discussing with its allies the possibility of bombing the alleged 
chemicals factory. But U.S. officials have said since then that a 
military action against it is not under active consideration. 

. “We have suggested to Libya... that it might be a good thing for 
the Libyans to consider dismantling, liquidating it ueonelwHisince 
it is. causing such a major international scare. White House 
National Security Adviser Colin Powell said in a separate xelevisioa 

interview. , 

Defence Secretary Frank Cariucd said news reports about a. 
possible military strike against the facility had been blown out of 
proportion. .. . - - 

‘ “The president didn’t quite say it that way. He smply-didn t rale 
out options. And we never comment on contingency plans, tie 
told ABC .Television. . _ 


Threats 

The head Of a West German company at the‘centres of the . 
controversy .over the alleged. Libyan plant has received death 
threats, a mass-circulation West German newspaper reported 
Monday. 

The Hamburg-based Bfld newspaper made the; report m connec¬ 
tion the Imbausen-Chemie company of Lahr. The U.S. govern-; 
meat has said Imhausen was a main supplier of materials and; 
assistance to Libya for the alleged plant. _ _ .. 

“The bead of Imhausen-Chemie in Lahr; Juergen-Hippenstie'I-' 
Imhausen, >49, has received telephone threats against his life 
because of his involvement with QadhafTs-chemical'plant,” Bild . 
said. ' 

' Bild said that because of the threats, HippenstieUmhausen “has - 
gone into hiding in a foreign'country wth his 42-year-old.wife, : 
Violett, and 11-year-olcl son, Jan.” - - . .. 

The newspaper did not say who is suspected of having made the^' 
threats. - - 


asylum 
in Libya 

KAMPALA (AP) — Former 
Burundi President Jean Batista 
Bagaza, ousted in a bloodless 
military coup more than a year 
ago. has left for. Libya where he 
obtained political asylum, an offi¬ 
cial newspaper reported Monday. 

The government-owned news¬ 
paper New Vision said Bagaza, 
who has been living in Uganda 
since September 1987, left on a 
scheduled Ethiopian, airlines 
flight Sunday. He was accompa¬ 
nied by his wife, Fausta. 

. “I am going to stay in Z4*poli$ 
Libya, butwe^bope" it 
temporary,” Bagaza said."’ 

“I hope to go back to Burundi 
as a citizen with all rights and 
duties. It is a right to live in one’s 
country if a government (there) 
pretends to be legitimate or 
democratic. The only former 
leaders who cannot return to 
their countries are those who are 
guilty of something,” he said. 

Military officers, led by Burun¬ 
di’s current president, 41-year- 



OCCUPIED JERUSALEM Arabs. "V ; : - r 

(AP) — Four Arab women stu- “We mix them up with Jewish 
dents at Tel Aviv University students in orderto attain a Zion-;, 
holed up in their dormitory Mon- ist goal, so that after spending' 
day as the student union tried to one/semester here they want-to 
block the. university, from .transr return to;, live here= afterward 
ferring Arab dormitory residents', fishelson. told the AP by tefe^ •" 
to keep them separate from fore- phone. 


Jean Batista Bagaza 

old Major Pierre Buyoya, ousted 
Bagaza Sept. 3,1987. Bagaza was 
attending a Francophone summit 
in Montreal, Canada. His wife 
was with him. Their four daugh¬ 
ters. aged between 9 and 13, still 
live in Burundi. 

Bagaza and his wife have 
attempted to return home several 
times, but Buyoya’s government 
has blocked theiryefforts. Ugaitf 
(fen authorising^ ftri .made it deal 
Bagaza’s stay in their country was 
temporary. 

Bagaza’s ouster followed his 
government’s suppression of the 
Roman Catholic Church, to 
which 65 per cent of Burundians 
belong. 

“The reason for my overthrow 
was not to do with tribes or with 
the Catholic church, but that a 
group of people arranged to top¬ 
ple the government," Bagaza said 


ign Jewish students. 


Tf one of them requests to fivd 


The four Israeli Arab women with an Arab student, I won’t say; 
and about a dozen supportersno,” he . said-_ “But we don’t 
were refuting to leave the room, arrange them that way.” .1...'. 
as instructed by university offi- Hte "women Students who ire- 
dais, said Yossi Sfaturm, a mem- fused 'to. leave their roomsare 
ber of .the student union. - four Arab -.girls from northern . 

He said the union appealed to a Israel, all of whom are Israeli 
Tel Aviv district court Sunday to citizens, Fishdson said. The four 
foil the transfer.; - women and the student union 

“This is a racist decision and it , filed, tire .appeal - to; block the . 
is unacceptable,’^ Sfaturm said: administration’s transfer. - 
But dean of students Gideon Students are also; collecting., 
Fishelson Said the -university haS-ttignatures on &p£titionthat-says, 
transferred- almost 50 students to “We^l jiqt let the uniyertity be . 
new rooms to ' make , way for dragged into apartheids” 


members of an overseas "program¬ 
me and fewer than 10 Arab stu- 


= Shtiunn ;said the foreign-stii-. 
dents tiiould not be shielded from 


dents were affected by the moves. Israel's diverse population ., . 

He acknowledged, however, ; “Students from abroad have to / 
that the university has a long- .learn to five with all Israeli stu- " 
standing policy of housing over- dents, not just Jews. That’s the 
seas students exclusively with Israeli reality,” he said, 
other Jews, so they learn about • -Israeli Arabs make up abbot 17. 
Israel and are not influenced by per cent of Israel’s population of 
negative “propaganda” spread by 4.2 million. . " . 



Ttn 



Greek airliner cleared after threat 

LARNACA (R) — A Greek Jumbo jet diverted to Cyprus after a 
bomb threat from an extremist Greek group resumed its flight 
Monday after receiving security clearance. Sources at Larnaca. 
airport said police assisted by tracker dogs and X-ray machines 
had searched the plane, its passengers and their luggage and 
found no evidence of a bomb. The Olympic Airways .airliner, 
carrying 421 people on a non-stop flight from Athens to Bangkok, 
diverted to Larnaca Sunday after a telephone caller to the airline’s 
Athens office said a bomb was on board. The caller spoke in the 
name of the left-wing November 17 group, which first surfaced in 
1975 and has subsequently claimed responsibility for several 
bomb attacks and for killing four U.S. officials. Police sources 
said that, in case a bomb bad been timed to go off in mid-air, tbe 
search of the plane was delayed until its scheduled flight time to 
Bangkok plus five hours had elapsed. 

U.N. envoy pursues Sahara mission 

NOUAKCHOTT, Mauritania (AP) —U.N. envoy Hector Gros 
Espiell met Sunday with Mauritania’s head of state as part of a 
tour through tbe region aimed at setting up a referendum to 
decide the allegiance of the Western Sahara. Espiell, special 
representative of U.N. Secretary General Javier Perez de CueDar, 
spent last week in Morocco and will go on to Algeria, where tbe 
Polisario Front guerrillas seeking independence for the territory 
are based. He met Sunday with Maouya Ould Sid’ahmed Taya, 
delivering a letter from tbe U.N. chief witb the full text of 
proposals to end the struggle. On Friday, Espiell, an Uruguayan 
lawyer, visited the port of Laayoune, from where phosphate is 


exported. He is to go on to Tindouf Tuesday to meet with 
Polisario representatives and Algerian officials. 

Israeli Labour Party official resigns 

TEL AVTV (R)—• Israeli Labour Party Secretary-General Uza 
Baram announced Sunday he was resigning from his.post to 
protest against his party's decision to join a “unity government” 
led by right-wing Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir. “It was one.of- 
the biggest mistakes that was ever made by the Labour Party and! 
made all the efforts needed to prevent it but I didn't succeed,” he 
told reporters. Baram, who wanted bis Labtiur Party to go into 
opposition following inconclusive elections last Nov. -1, /also- 
turoed down an offer of a ministerial post, from party chairman 1 
Shimon Peres. The “unity government was'formed last month- 
Asked -if he was trying to build a faction that would challenge tire 
leadership of Peres and Defence Minister. Yitzhak Rabin, number - 
two on the party list, Baram told Israel radio:'“I really,hojre so.” . 

Bahrain reports cut in drug addicts- 

BAHRAIN (R) — Tough anti-drug laws-and a pubfic awareness~ 
catnpaign have .drastically cut the-number:.of .drug .addicts- 
registered m Bahrain, a senior hospital official said Monday* Dr." 
Mohammad Al Haddad, chairman of B ahr ain’s psychiatric 
hospital, said the number of addicts, mainly heroin-users^ 
registered at its addiction ward fell to.l90 in l988 from 4,378 in 
1984. “This is a drastic reduction/andls due to liiultiple factoris,” 11 
he said.. “The introduction of capitaJpunishineiii for'sniuggJers itr 
1984 is one...police have also been more stringent in dealing with .- 
smuggling. ’ Haddad told Reuters • a .few addicts "might 1 " be 
unknown to his hospital but added:'“L am confident'.-nearly, all'. 
have passed through our system:” .-i." - 
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TARAWNEH MEETS ENVOYS: Supply Minister Fayez Taraw- 
neh'Wednesday conferred separately with Australian Ambassador 
Robert Bowfcef, UAE Ambassador Mohammad Jassem Ali, Qatari 
Ambassador Mubarak Naser AI Kuwwari and Japanese Ambassador 
Makoto Watanabe. During these meetings, talks focused on bilateral 
trade and supply rn addition to means to bolster them. (Petra) 

DU DIN, WATANABE HOLD TALKS: Labour Minister Marwan 
Dudin Monday discussed cooperation with Japanese Ambassador in 
Amman Makoto Watanabe. (Petra) 


COOPERATION WITH EUROPE, SUDAN: Interior Minister 
Rajai Dajani Monday received the head of the delegation of the 
European Community Commission and Sudan’s Ambassador in 
Amman Mahjoub Radwan. During the two separate meetings, talks 
focused on cooperation. (Petra) 


INDIA’S REPUBLIC DAY: A flag hoisting ceremony will take 
place Thursday, Jan. 26, at 10KX) a.m. at the Indian embassy in 
Amman to mark India's Republic Day. All Indian nationals are 
expected to attend the event at the embassy grounds in Jabal 
Amman. (J.T.) 


MA'AN MARKS ARBOR DAY: Arbor Day celebrations were 
held in the Ma'an Govemorate Monday. Tree-planting took place at 
the grounds of bousing estate, forgoverament employes and those of 
the Jordan Electricity Authority. The director of the Afforestation 
Department in the govemorate and other officials made speeches at 
the ceremony. (Petra) 


AZRAQ FARMERS GET LICENCES: The Ministry of Water 
and Irrigation Monday began issuing licences to farmers and land 
developers to exploit artesian wells in the Azraq region. The ministry 
made it a condition that beneficiaries should instal meters at the wells 
in order to control the amonnt of water pumped out for irrigating 
land. (Petra) 


SSC COLLECTS JD 1 JIM. IN ZARQA: A spokesman for the 
Social Security Corporation (SSC) in Zarqa announced Monday that 
his department collected JD 1.2 million from individuals and 
organisations covered by the corporation's law in the past year. He 
said that in the past year the department distributed JD 92,000 in 
compensation to beneficiaries within the Zarqa Govemorate. (Petra) 


KUWAITI YOUTH DELEGATION: A Kuwaiti student delegation 
Monday left Amman at the conclusion of a seven-day visit to Jordan. 
Head of the delegation Mohammad Mubarak AJ Sun said that the 
visit is part of the cultural agreement signed between Kuwait and 
Jordan to exchange expertise. (Petra) 


PSD AGREEMENT WITH EGYPT: Public Security Department 
(PSD) sources have noted that the security cooperation agreement 
signed recently between Jordan and Egypt includes an article which 
states that Egyptians .arriving in Jordan for work should get a good 
conduct certificate from the Egyptian authorities prior to their 
departure for Jordan, A! Dustour daily reported. The said agreement 
was signed during the recent visit of the Jordanian security 
delegation, which was led by PSD Director Abdul Hadi AJ Majali to 
Cairo. (Petra) 


7 killed, 8 injured in 
Zarqa road accidents 


AMMAN (J.T.)—At least seven 
persons were killed and eight 
others injured in a road accident 
which occurred on the Hashe- 
miefa-Khaw Highway in Zarqa 
Govemorate Sunday. A report m 
the local press said that the vic¬ 
tims were all passengers in a 
public transport bus which col¬ 
lided with a heavy truck carrying 
a load of iron. 

. The press also reported the 
death of two other persons in¬ 
ducting a 10-year-old girl in other 


road accidents in the country over 
the past 48 hours. Another child 
from Bakaa Refugee Camp was 
admitted to hospital suffering 
from food poisoning, the report 
said. 


A1 Ra’i daily reported tire in¬ 
jury of two men when their vehi¬ 
cle overturned at Rweishid in the 
eastern regions of Jordan and the 
injury of a third man, an Egyp¬ 
tian, during a fight at AJ Jizeb, 
south of Amman. 


Damascus meeting discusses 
food security in Arab World 


; AMMAN (Petra, J.T.) — Issues 
- connected with food security in 
: the Arab World and pan-Arab 
: agricultural integration will be 
i among the main topics for discus- 
: sion by the Arab Organisation for 
j- Agricultural Development 
i (AOAD) which started its meet- 
j ings in Damascus Monday. 


Jordan is represented at the 
meeting by Minister of Agricul¬ 
ture Yousef Hamdan AI Jabi 


The minister said coordination 
among Arab countries on mea¬ 
sures to combat locusts and the 
organisation’s 1989 budget will be 
among other subjects to be dis¬ 
cussed by the delegates. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


The following listings are compiled from monthly bulletins and 
the daily Arabic press. Readers are advised to verify the listed 
time and place with the concerned institutions. 


☆ An exhibition of works by Contemporary Arab Artists at AI 
Wasfti Art Gaflery. 

•it The Iraqi Chitaral Week which includes an exhibition by the 
. Iraqi artist Salam AI Madamgheh and an exhibition of 
children’s paintings and children’s literary and cultural books, 
at the Royal Cultural Centre. 

☆ A plastic art exhibition by Mohammad Kama!, Samar AI Sabe* 
and NBtal Saleh at the Bousing Bank Gallery. 

☆ An exhibition of photos and videos on ir La Defense”, a new 
district in Paris which became a symbol of architectural 
creativity, at the French Cottnral Centre. 

☆ Yugoslav graphic art exhibition at the Royal Cultural Centre. 

☆ An exhibition of caricatures by Jordanian artist Sa’id Haddadin 
at the Soviet Cultural Centre. 


BAZAAR 


☆ A charity bazaar that includes wooden handicrafts, embroider¬ 
ies, artificial flowers, children’s toys and cultural books at 
Ala’a Centre, Htttin Refugee Camp. 

THEATRE 


☆ Theatrical portraits of a selection of literary writings entitled 
“Shades of Eve” at the Royal Cultural Centre — 8riJ0 p-m. 

FILMS 


■it' A German entitled “Straw Fire” (English subtitled) at the 
Goethe Institute —8HM p.m. 

☆ A sdentific fSm on tbe mcchanism and functions of the brain 
(Part 3) nt the American Centre — 7:00 p.m. 


Amman governor asks all sections 


TIES WITH ITALY: Upper House of Parliament Speaker Ahmad 
Lawri .Monday discussed with Italian Ambassador in Amman 
Francesco do Garten -the distinguished relations between Jordan and 
Italy particularly theparliamentary cooperation between the two 
countries. (Petra) S'.- 


to report on 1988 achievements 


Jordan, Egypt to start 


CABINET ENDORSES NEW LAWS: The Cabinet endorsed a set 
of regulations-for. tbe_ Health .Ministry Wednesday. The regulations 
provided for merging the Personnel Department with the Atfaninistra- 
five and Financial Affairs Department. The Cabinet al so endorsed the 
. appointment of Dr. Ahmad Hlayyil as secretary general of the Awqaf 
and Islamic Affairs Ministry, Mohammad Ibrahim Shaqra as director 
general of the Zakat Fund as of Eeb. 1,1988, and Barakat Mahmoud 
Shatnawi as mayor of Huwwarah in Irbid Govemorate. (Petra) 


AMMAN (Petra) — Directors of 
-government departments and 
subdistrict governors in the Am¬ 
man Govemorate were Monday 
requested to prepare reports on 
their achievements of develop¬ 
ment projects in the past year and 
plans for 1989. 

The request was made by Am¬ 
man Governor Mohammad Alt 
AI Amin at a meeting held in 
Amman to .review the accom¬ 


plishments of various depart¬ 
ments. 

Amin underlined the need to 
stimulate the role of local govern¬ 
ment and to promote decentral¬ 
ised administration which, he 
said, can ensure a better and 
more efficient implementation of 
development schemes. 

In Zarqa, Governor Eid Qatar- 
neh chaired a similar meeting and 
underlined the importance for 


implementing resolutions and re¬ 
commendations taken by a de¬ 
velopment seminar held at 
Azraq, especially those that aim 
to develop the Badia areas of 
Jordan. 

Qatameh said that infostruc¬ 
ture projects must be given prior¬ 
ity, and announced that an offi¬ 
cial will be appointed in every 
municipality to follow up the im¬ 
plementation of projects. 


livestock production 


By Satameh Ne’matt 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — The newly-established Jordanian-Egyp- 
tian Holding Company said Monday it will begin 
livestock production to cover demand for meat in 
Jordan and Egypt. 


Tafileh governor inspects 
roads damaged by snowfall 


TAFILEH (Petra) — Tafileh 
Governor A ref Ijrsheid Monday 
inspected roach which were re¬ 
cently blocked by the accumula¬ 
tion of snow and sustained dam¬ 
age. These are the Qadisieh, 
Ghrandal and Rashadieh roads. 

Later the governor met with 


local inhabitants in villages near 
the wadis and streams and urged 
them to move to safer ground for 
fear that their areas may be 
flooded with water once the snow 
begins to melt. 

Snow fell over the past two 
days on areas of 1,200 metres 


Jordan, Egypt sign 
information agreement 


CAIRO (Petra) — Jordan and 
Egypt Monday signed an agree¬ 
ment paving the way for coopera¬ 
tion between their national news 
agencies in information fields. 


The agreement, signed by Ali 
Safadi, director general of the 
Jordan News Agency, Petra, and 
his Egyptian counterpart Mustafa 
Najib, was concluded in imple¬ 
mentation of a recommendation 


by the Joint Jordanian Egyptian 
Higher Committee. 

According to Petra, the agree¬ 
ment paves the way for the two 
news agencies to exchange news 
and information material and to 
transmit news about either coun¬ 
try. They will also give facilities 
to journalists from Egypt and 
Jordan visiting either country and 
will establish a channel to provide 
speedy exchanges of information. 


above sea level and higher, and 
the Department of Meteorology 
said that cold fronts which re¬ 
sulted from a depression centred 
over the Eastern Mediterranean 
will continue to affect Jordan 
Monday through Tuesday bring¬ 
ing in scattered showers and caus¬ 
ing a noticeable drop in tempera¬ 
tures. 

The Public Security Depart¬ 
ment reported Sunday evening 
tbat a number of roads in higher 
regions of southern Jordan were 
closed and urged motorists to i 
take extra care when travelling in 
those regions. 

The director of the South Ce¬ 
ment Factory in the Rashadieh 
region reported that at least 20 
centimetres of snow covered 
some parts of the cement plant 
area and the civil defence author¬ 
ities in the south said that several 
cars were stranded and civil de¬ 
fence teams were called out to 
offer help. 


The company’s director, Dr. 
Midhat Abdul Aziz, told a press 
conference here that the com¬ 
pany would begin with the pro¬ 
duction of 14,200 tonnes of meat 
and 20,800 heads of sheep a year. 

Abdul Aziz said the project, to 
be established near Egypt’s port 
city of Alexandria, would cost 
about $12 million. Production, he 
said was due to start towards the 
end of the year. 

He put the projected annual 
demand in Egypt at 238,000 ton¬ 
nes of meat and at 41,000 in 
Jordan by 1995. 

The announcement coincided 
with a meeting here of the Jorda- 
nian-Egyptian Committee for In¬ 
dustrial Coordination at the 
Ministry of Industry and Trade. 


Ministry Secretary General 
Mohammad Saqqaf and head of 
the Egyptian Industry Council, 
Dr. Mohammad Abdul Fattah, 
co-cbaired the committee 
meeting. 

The Jordanian News Agency, 
Petra, said the meeting discussed 
industrial coordination and the 
investment climate in both coun¬ 
tries, including the situation in 
the fertilisers' sector and the food 
industries. 

The committee also discussed 
the idea of establishing a joint 
export office for national indus¬ 
tries in both countries between 
the private sectors in Jordan and 
Egypt to market production sur¬ 
pluses in the Arab and interna¬ 
tional markets. 


Saqqaf said the meetings were 
conducted “in an honest and 
realistic atmosphere," and- that 
the talks focussed on “adopting 
practical steps that guarantee the 
attainment of industrial coordina¬ 
tion between the two countries. 

He explained that the commit¬ 
tee will resume its meetings Tues¬ 
day to discuss issues related to 
electronic industries and spare 
parts, and to establish a final 
framework for industrial coop¬ 
eration between the Kingdom 
and Egypt. 

The Egyptian delegation will 
also pave the way for a meeting in' 
Cairo on Jan. 23 by ministers of 
industry and trade in Egypt and* 
Jordan, Petra reported. 

During a visit to Cairo last 
October, Industry and Trade 
Minister Hamdi Tabbaa reviewed' 
with Egyptian ministers progress 
in the implementation of joint 
projects agreed on by the joint 
Jordanian-Egyptian Higher Com¬ 
mittee chaired by the prime 
ministers in the two countries. 

' Bilateral trade is in the area of 
S250 million annually. 


JVA distributes housing units 


Minister discusses Irbid projects 


IRBID (Petra) — Minister of 
Municipal and Rural Affairs and 
the Environment Marwan 
Hmoud visited the northern city 
of Irbid Monday and discussed 
with Governor Akram AI Naser 
and heads of municipal councils, 
development projects currently 
being undertaken by Irbid muni¬ 
cipality in conjunction with 
neighbouring towns. 

The minister and the governor 


also discussed implementing the 
Yarmouk Battle Panorama pro¬ 
ject, a tourist hotel and an amuse¬ 
ment park in Irbid region. 


seminar to discuss development 
projects in the Ajloun district and 
means of developing tourist 
attractions there. 


The establishment of a national 
park with recreational activities, 
a cable car and an artificial lake in 
the Ajloun district were also dis¬ 
cussed at the meeting. 

Naser brieted the minister on 
arrangements made to convene a 


Local officials and heads of 
local munidpaJ councils of Sarih, 
Husun. Eidun, Bnshra, Saal, AI 
Mugheer and Hakama, as well as 
Dr. Abdul Razak Tubeishat. 
mayor of Irbid, were present at 
the meeting. 


AMMAN (Petra. J.T.) — The 
Jordan Valley Authority (JVA) 
council Monday decided to distri¬ 
bute 284 housing units to fanners 
in Ghor Mazraa, 172 in Ghor 
Haditha in the southern Jordan 
Valley region, and 190 units in 
the central Jordan Valley regions. 

The council, meeting under the 
chairmanship of Minister of Wa¬ 
ter and Irrigation Ahmad Dakh- 
qan, also endorsed a plan for 
appropriating pieces of land in 
the Jordan Valley to be utilised 
by the Ministry of Awqaf and 
Islamic Affairs, on which mos¬ 
ques and other installations will 
be built. 

Meanwhile, the Jordan Valley 
fanners association’s board chair¬ 
man Talal Ghazzawi said in a 
statement published Monday that 
be had submitted a detailed re¬ 
port to the prime minister on the 
damages caused to crops in Jor¬ 


dan Valley during the current 
frost wave. 

Ghazzawi said that damages of 
up to 100 per cent were caused to 
large areas of land grown with 
vegetables such as marrows, 
tomatoes and bananas, and that 
most of the damage was caused to 
lands in North Sbuneh, Masbare’ 
and Wadi AI Yabis regions of the 
valley. 

Other areas grown with pep¬ 
per, potatoes and eggplants sus¬ 
tained up to 70 per cent damage, 
Ghazzawi noted. 

Ghazzawi’s report included a 
set of recommendations which 
included a call on the government 
to reschedule the fanners' loans 
and to write off interest on them 
in view of the huge losses they 
sustained as a result of the bad 
weather conditions. 

In his report, a copy of which 
was sent to Minister of Agricul¬ 


ture Yousef Hamdan AI Jaber. 
Ghazzawi urged the government 
to set up an emergency fund that 
would provide compensation to 
formers in natural disasters. 


Last week, a three member 
ministerial committee toured 
areas of the Jordan Valley region 
affected by the recent wave of 
frost and was reported preparing 
a detailed report on the extent of 
crop damage to be submitted to 
the council of ministers. 


Ministry of Agriculture's 
Secretary General Salem AI Law- 
zi, who accompanied the commit¬ 
tee members on the tour, said 
that the frost wave caused severe 
damage to crops grown in the 
northern rather than the southern 
regions of the valley. Lawzi esti¬ 
mated that damage was caused to 
18,500 dunums of land planted 
with different crops. 


Five-day cultural season 
to open in Irbid Jan. 23 


Hmoud to attend conference on 
controlling toxic waste disposal 


IRBID (Petra) — A five-day 
cultural season will open in Irbid 
on Jan. 23, according to an 
announcement by the IVfinistry of 
Culture and National Heritage 
which is sponsoring the event. 

A ministry announcement said 
that there wall be a display of art 
works by Jordanian plastic artists 


at the Professional Association 
Complex in Irbid, to be followed 
by a seminar on plastic art in 
general. 

Meanwhile on Sunday Minister 
of Information Hani Khasawneh 
opened an exhibition of cartoons 
by Jordanian artist Sa’id Hadda¬ 
din. The exhibition, held at the 


Soviet Cultural Centre in Am¬ 
man, displays 80 items of art 
work depicting resistance activi¬ 
ties carried .out during the on¬ 
going Palestinian uprising against 
Israeli rule. 

A large audience of art lovers 
and invited guests attended the 
opening ceremony. 


AMMAN (Petra, J.T.) — The 
United Nations is sponsoring an 
international conference on con¬ 
trolling the process of dumping 
dangerous waste, which will be 
held in the Swiss city of Basel, 
according to the Ministry of 
Municipal and Rural Affairs and 
the Environment. 

A ministry spokesman said 
Monday that Jordan has been 
invited to take pari in the confer- 


Many-faceted Eve emerges from 
shadows with a marked difference 


By P.V. Vjyekanand 
Jordan Times Staff 


AMMAN — “Deception, thy 
name is woman;" reaffirma¬ 
tion of the time-old wisdom is 
the message one gets in the 
first few minutes of watching 
“Shades of Eve.’’ a play 
varyingly billed as “experimental 
theatre” and “theatre col¬ 
lage,” but in any event some¬ 
thing new in Amman and, in¬ 
deed, a job remarkably well 
done. 


THEATRE REVIEW 


As we “really get into it,” — 
that’s how director Sawsan 
Darwaza puts it — the pre¬ 
sentation of the play itself 
strikes os as most unique; the 
tendencies of today's Eve, 
whether in the confines of her 
home or in professional life. 
The theme of deception is soon 
overshadowed and overpo¬ 
wered by thought-provoking 
dialogue. No doubt, many of 
the scenes could easily be 
taken from our own living 
rooms and kitchens. More than 
anything else, they stand out as 
a pointer to something that was 
always there but few cared to 
bother about on even acknow¬ 
ledge. That is perhaps the big¬ 
gest point “Shades of Eve” 
seeks to make. 

The first snippet, “Over¬ 
tones,” pits two women trying 
to have a casual conversation 
but with ulterior motives; 
wbfle one is in pursuit of a job 
for her husband, the other, 
who happens to be the man's 
ex-girlfriend, wants a reunion 
with her ex-flame despite being 
a wife of someone else. The 
intricacies of their thought pro¬ 
cesses are beautifully articu¬ 
lated by their innerseives who 
are on stage to give an In-sigbt 
to what they actually- mean 
through niceties, , taunting and 


flattery. 

Seen within the widely-held 
parameters that define a play, 
“Shades of Eve” does not have 
a central narrative story or 
elaborate set-ups. But that is 
precisely wbat distinguishes it. 

A collection of snippets — 
two or three of them adapted 
from famous writers and some 
of them written by the actres¬ 
ses and director themselves — 
“Shades of Eve” fives up to its 
name and presents the varying 
images of women, from the 
elite of the society to the down¬ 
trodden toilers of the soil. 

Is it conceivable that the 
lady of the house- derives a 
savage pleasure in showing off 
before her own maids, who, in 
turn, resent it like hell? Well, 
yes, says Jean Genet; and 
“Shades of Eve" shows us 
how. 

“Four O'Clock Tea,” pen¬ 
ned by Haya Husseini — one 
of the four players — illus¬ 
trates the superficial talk — 
“gossip” perhaps will be more 
accurate — when a group of 
women meets and airs views on 
everything under the sun. 
“Women of the Land” — 
again written by Husseini — 
could easily be applied to Ira¬ 
nian women who live under the 
shadow of the traditional cha¬ 
dor almost all their fife, though 
the dialogue has a definite link 
with the “revolution of the 
stones” — the Palestinian up¬ 
rising. 

In 80 minutes, the play takes 
us through a guided tour of 
womea's inner conflicts, their 
urge to break the society’s tra¬ 
ditional barriers, their hopes 
and disappointments, their 
likes and dislikes and their 
hatred and love, and leaves the 
audience — or at least those 
who manage to comprehend 
the philosophy — with more 
than enough to digest bfore the 
next encounter with one of 





ence, to open on March 20, when 
delegates will sign an internation¬ 
al agreement on transporting and 
dumping such waste in other 
countries. 

The conference will be 
attended by Minster of Municip¬ 
al and Rural Affairs and the 
Environment Marwan Hmoud 
who received an invitation from 
the Swiss government delivered 
by Swiss Ambassador to Jordan 
Harald Bomer, the spokesman 
announced. 

He said the ambassador discus¬ 
sed with the minister scopes of 
Swiss-Jordanian cooperation in 
protecting the environment and 
developing cities and rural re¬ 
gions in Jordan. 

The agreement in Basel will be 
known as the “International 
Agreement on the Trans-Bound¬ 
ary Movement of Perilous 
Waste,” according to the Swiss 
embassy in Amman. 

The invitations issued by the 
Swiss interior minister, have gone 


out to ministers in charge of the 
environment in their countries, 
according to the embassy. 

The United Nations Environ¬ 
ment Programme (UNEP) board 
of directors last June set up a 
committee of experts and techni¬ 
cians to work out an international 
agreement, and four meetings 
were held later during which the 
final version of the agreement 
was concluded. 


The UNEP was established by 
the United Nations in 1972 to 
provide machinery for interna¬ 
tional cooperation in matters re¬ 
lating to the human environment. 

In cooperation with other in¬ 
ternational organisations and 
governments, UNEP aims to 
maintain a constant watch on the 
changing state of the environment, 
to assess problems using a wide 
range of data and techniques and 
to promote projects leading to 
environmentally sound develop¬ 
ment. 



BARLEY AND RICE FROM IRAQ, EGYPT: Supply Ministry 
sources have reported that agreement was reached with Iraq and 
Egypt to buy barley and rice. According to AI Dustour, two 
delegations wilt be dispatched to Egypt and Iraq to ensure the 
implementation of the two deals. (Petra) 


GUVS makes JD 213,038 
contributions in 1988 


The many faces of ‘Shades of Eve’ — (standing Cram left to right) 
Haya Husseini, Sana Atiyeh, Seema Qubein and Snchinta Vi- 
jesoriya — with director Sawsan Darwaza 


today's eves — “vaporous, 
volatile, vogue, venemous, 
vain, vast, vulnerable” and the 
salt of the earth. 

The list is endless and so are 
the lighter and darker images 
of woman that “Shades of 
Eve” brings to life on stage to 
reinforce the claim by the fair¬ 
er of the sexes that “I am 
nature's greatest miracle" with 
a fine-tuned combination of 
sarcasm, humour, high phi¬ 
losophy and realism, and. 
above ali, professionalism. 

Perhaps the most resounding 
feature of the.production is its 
simplicity in terms of settings 
and costumes. But then it is 
intended to be so, in that it is 
presented in a “studio theatre” 
and cannot be described as 
“something for everyone." 

Director Darwaza doesn't 
disagree. In fact, she reaffirms 
that it will be “some time” 
before the audience can get to 
grips with the style of presenta¬ 
tion and theme, especially that 
one gets an errie feeling of a 
horror movie, what with four 
actresses wearing black de¬ 


livering the opening fines. But, 
having crossed that point, the 
rest should be easy for most, 
though one would wish for 
more simple language than 
the heavy symbolic tone and 
phrases in some of the scenes. 

Having had the privilege of 
having a “sneak preview" of 
the play, this writer was im¬ 
pressed by the behind-the- 
scene professionalism that 
Darwaza has injected into it. 
At the same time, the four 
actresses — Sana Atiyeh. Hus¬ 
seini, Seema Qubein and 
Suchinta Vijesooriya — rise to 
the challenge and rival each 
other in their respective roles, 
but one has to say that Qubein 
has a convincing edge 
above the rest in delivery as 
well as gestures and move¬ 
ment. 


AMMAN (Petra) — The General 
Union of Voluntary Societies 
(GUVS) made contributions tot¬ 
alling JD 213,038 to Jordanian 
charitable and voluntary societies 
last year to help them carry out 
their programmes, according to a 
GUVS statement Monday. 

It said that societies in Irbid, 
Zarqa, Balqa, Mafraq, Karak, 
Ma’an and Tafileh govemorates 
benefited from the contributions 
to help implement a total of 203 
projects. 

Amman had the lion's share of 
the contributions, altogether re¬ 
ceiving JD 131.007, for 106 pro¬ 
jects. the statement noted. 

The statement said that the 
funds financed the construction 
of buildings, the purchase of com¬ 


puters and the installation of facili¬ 
ties for children, in addition to car-' 
tying out income-generating pro-; 
jects and vocational and health 
centres, and supporting rehabi¬ 
litation centres for the hand¬ 
icapped. 


The statement noted that 
GUVS, in cooperation with the 
U.S. Agency for Internation¬ 
al Development (USAID), pro¬ 
vided JD 50,250 worth of in-kind 
contributions for an additional 20 
projects carried out in Amman, 
Tafileh, and Ma'an. 

GUYS-USAID contributions 
included equipment and facilities 
for vocational training, rehabi¬ 
litation centres and a children 
library. 


The play opens at the Studio 
Theatre of the Royal Cultural 
Centre Tuesday evening at 
eight. Two other performances 
are scheduled at the same time 
and place Wednesday and 
Thursday. 


Unsere so sehr geliebte 

GABRIELE HASHWA 
geb. Aselmann 

ist (rente entscfilafen 
Die Familfen 
Aselmann 
Hashwa 

Amman, den 16.1.1989 

Die Beendiguag findet am 17.1.1989 urn 15 nhr aof dem 
christliciien Friedhof in Amman - Um Al-Heiran staff. 
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Give peace a chance 

THANKS are due for British Foreign Office Minister 
William Waidegrave for reminding the Israeli leaders of 
today, especially Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir, of their 
terrorist past. These Israeli leaders have gotten way ont of 
hound lately in abusing the term terrorism to buttress their 
false claims against talking to the PLO. Of all people 
Yitzhak Shamir and his clique should be the first to 
recognise the old adage: if your bouse was made of glass you 
should not throw stones at others. The ridiculous stance of 
the current Israeli leaders on the credentials of the PLO 
leadership as lawful interlocutors for the resolution of the 
Palestinian conflict has exasperated even the friends and 
allies of Tel Aviv to the extent that led the British minister to 
lecture Israeli leaders from Tunis where he was holding 
talks with Chairman Yasser Arafat Saturday that “the 
world is changing around them (Israeli leaders), and if they 
do not change they will be left behind.” Waklegrave went on 
to tell the Israeli leaders from afar that 4 ‘the founding 
fathers of Israel — including the present prime minister of 
Israel — were in their time involved in what we at the time 
described as terrorism...” What more apt words can the 
international community use to cut to proper size the Israeli 
arguments against negotiating with the PLO. Waklegrave’s 
statement should put an effective end to the cycle of 
arguments about the role that “terrorism” should be 
allowed to play in the vain effort to frustrate the Arab hand 
that is already over-extended for peace between Israelis and 
Arabs, including the Palestinians.' 

in short, instead of wasting time mi semantics, Israel 
would be better advised to heed the counsel of Great Britain 
and not to waste the window of opportunity that was opened 
by the Arab side. For the opportunity may not recur before 
another major conflagration hits the Middle East region 
when Israelis and Arabs would shed much unnecessary 
blood. The Israeli people are therefore called upon to reject 
the thesis of their current elders, who are rejecting the 
genuineness of the PLO offer of peace, and accept the call 
for peace from the Arab side for real. The Arab side 
earnestly asks of the Israeli people to give the cause of peace 
a chance. The alternative would be abysmal to both sides. 
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World economy slowing down but 


By Naseem Abdallah 

WASHINGTON — The pundits 
have acquired the new crystal 
gazing gear for 1989 and the first 
predictions are out. Global eco¬ 
nomy. it can now be said with 
expert confidence **// slow down 
in the new year but the downward 
movement of indices should not 
be bad news after all. Up to a 
point. 

“This slowdown is important in 
order to ease the increasing infla¬ 
tionary pressures, especially in 
the USA and the U.K.." counsels 
the American Express Baak team 
of experts including Richard 
O’Brien and John Calverley. 
Since the economies of major 
industrial countries invariably 
manage to cast their shadows on 
virtually all other countries, in¬ 
cluding more and more the 
ambivalent socialist countries, 
the message for ail concerned 
seems to be: Beware, inflation is 
on way but the cure will follow 
soon. The prescribed cure of 
course is slower growth, not de¬ 
sirable for many of the develop¬ 
ing countries. Which of the two 
— inflation and stagflation — will 
be the lesser evil remains at the 
centre of the debate. 

Few experts have decided 
yet how the slowdown will occur 
or how fast it will come. Most 
U.S. experts, for example, seem 
agreed that a global economic 
slowdown will not mean zero 
growth but rather a lower than 
expected growth. But their analy¬ 
sis is conditional on the slowdown 
staying so and not deteriorating 


into a recessionary cycle. 

In Japan there is intense spe¬ 
culation as to whether a slow¬ 
down will lead tc a recession or 
whether it will simply stimulate 
the markets by pushing interest 
rates down. In Europe, Britain in 
particular, there is little optimism 
about interest rates falling in the 
near future but considerable con¬ 
cern that growth may be hit by a 
cycle of ever-increasing interest 
rates. “There’s always the risk of 
an overkill on interest rates." said 
one analyst. 

The last year was full of sur¬ 
prises for most investors and 
planners, who had anticipated a 
slump after the October 1987 
crash of the stock markets. In 
1988 not only growth soared but 
also the stock markets recovered 
their confidence within months of 
being bathed in the Black Mon¬ 
day massacre. 

However the year's parting gift 
was not so pleasant: inflation 
edged forward in the industrial 
countries and threatened to trans¬ 
cend borders. The dollar failed to 
recover as envisaged by the in¬ 
dustrial countries' central banks, 
who poured millions in a recovery 
drive. The monetary authorities' 
attempts to stem inflation by rais¬ 
ing interest rates were remark¬ 
ably unsuccessful, particularly in 
Britain. 

The West European and 
American authorities seem 
poised to continue to counter 
each inflationary jump with an 
interest-rate whiplash. But the 
pundits are not convinced their 
ploy will work either towards 


Vietnam-China 
talks open way to 
regional peace 


ARABBC PRESS EDITORIALS 


A3 Ra'i Arabic daily Monday commented on President Reagan’s 
farewell address to the American nation in which he discussed 
major world issues except the Middle East. Reagan did not say a 
single word about the Arab-Israeli conflict nor about the injustice 
to which the Palestinians have been subjected over so many years, 
the paper added. It said that Reagan preferred to leave the White 
House after eight long years without leaving behind him any 
positive gesture to be commended by the Arab Nation whenever 
American policies come up for discussion. Perhaps the Arabs’ 
experience with the Reagan administration was the most bitter of 
all others since it brings to memory the Israeli occupation of 
Beirut, the raid on Tunis and the Iraqi nuclear plant and the 
Irangate scandal, all of which took place in the past eight years 
with backing and support by the American administration to the 
common enemies of the Arab World, the paper pointed out. But 
it said that the past bitter experience with the Reagan government 
should not prevent us from being optimistic that the new 
administration which takes over on Friday will take a new and 
realistic view of the Middle East and the rest of the world's 
problems. 

A columnist in A1 Ra'i daily comments Monday on Israeli 
propaganda campaigns against the Arab Nation in general and the 
PLO in particular. Mahmoud AI Rima wi says that Israeli radio 
.broadcasts are clearly aimed at sowing dissension among the 
Arabs and shaking their self confidence. The writer cites a 
number of contradictory statements by the Israel radio about the 
-resistance activity inside the occupied territories and says that 
.Israel which always tries to fish in muddy waters has now lost all 
credibility and the Arab masses can no more believe anything 
broadcast by its information services. The writer refers to Israel’s 
campaign advocating what was called as the “Jordanian option" 
and repeated the calls to open negotiations with Jordan both of 
which have been rejected and can no more be used as a plot to 
deceive the Arab masses. Israel’s information media have become 
totally bankrupt and the world at large and the Arabs in particular 
can only scoff at the lies and falsehoods fabricated by the Israeli 
leaders. Rimawi notes. He says that it is encouraging to see 
■ foreign nations no more deceived by the Israeli propaganda 
campaigns and are searching for the truth about the situation in 
the Middle East. 

Al Dustour daily commented on the Kingdom's Arbor Day 
celebrations and the ceremony held under the patronage of His 
Majesty the King. The King's statement at the ceremony and his 
urging of Jordanian citizens to plant as many trees as possible to 
green the country reflect the King’s keenness on mobilising the 
people's efforts to build for the future, the paper said. For the 
King and the Jordanian family the land is the primary sources of 
income and power and the backbone of the national economy and 
this places additional responsibilities on the Jordanian people to 
double their efforts for a greener country and a stronger 
economy, the paper said. On Arbor Day, it added, citizens 
remember the King's directives at the development conference in 
November in which he underlined the need for the Kingdom to 
attain self-sufficiency and to complete the greening of Jordan by 
the year 2000. 1 

Sawt'Al Shaab daily also dwelt on the same subject of tree 
planting and the benefits of a gieen country. The planting of trees 
in Jordan is a tradition initiated by the founder of the Kingdom, 
the late King Abdullah Ibn Al Hussein, and Sunday's celebrations 
marked a dear occasion to Jordanians who had maintained the 
tradition for SO years, the paper noted. The planting of trees, the" 
paper said, is also an implementation of resolutions and recom¬ 
mendations taken by the comprehensive development conference 
last year which called for additional efforts to promote agriculture 
and green the Kingdom. 


By David Storey 

Reuter 

HO CHI MINH CITY, Vietnam 
— A breakthrough in relations 
between Vietnam and China 
marks a new approach to peace in 
Southeast Asia and is a vital step 
towards a comprehensive settle¬ 
ment in Kampuchea, Western di¬ 
plomats have said. 

They said sudden diplomatic 
action to tend the bleeding 
wounds of Kampuchea, used as a 
proxy battlefield for two decades, 
reflected changing priorities by 
China and the Soviet Union. 

It also resulted from a pragma¬ 
tic reassessment of security and 
economic needs by the countries 
directly involved, in particular 
Vietnam and Thailand, with a 
shift to dependence on regional 
alliances rather than superpower 
protection. 

“The decision bv fSoviet Presi¬ 
dent) Mikhail Gorbachev to meed 
fences with China and China's 
redefining of obstacles to such 
moves created the circumstances 
for a Kampuchean settlement," 
one Western diplomat said. 

“But all this could not have 
happened if Vietnam had not 
calculated that it should move 
foster towards a settlement. It has 
seen itself dropping back econo¬ 
mically in relation to all its part¬ 
ners— in ((be Communist bloc's) 
Comecon. the Non-Aligned 
Movement, and, of course, 
against ASEAN (the Association 
of South East Asian Nations)." 

Using a formulation adopted 
by Thai Prime Minister Chatichai 
Choonhavan that has become a 
catch phrase for the new trend in 
regional policies, the diplomat 
said: “Vietnam can only improve 
its own situation in the market 
place, not on the battlefield." 

Vietnamese Vice-Foreign 
Minister Dinh Ho Liem flew to 
Peking at the weekend for a week 
of talks on all aspects of Stno- 
Vietnamese relations, the first 
such talks since Liem negotiated 
a ceasefire in their border war in 
1979. 

The visit was not announced in 
Vietnam or in China but well- 
placed Vietnamese sources said 
Liem would be preparing for a 
milestone trip to China by Fore¬ 
ign Minister Nguyen Co Thach. 
probably in the next two months. 

Thach. a wily and charming 
master of the art of patient di¬ 
plomacy, is seen in Vietnam as 
having waged a brilliant strategy 
to extricate the country from its 
10-year military engagement in 
Kampuchea. 

It was Soviet backing that en¬ 
abled Vietnam to invade its west¬ 
ern neighbour in 1978, ousting 
the Khmer Rouge government, 
which had been supported by 
Peking for nearly four years of 
rule. 

Western governments say more 
than one million people were 
killed during Khmer Rouge 
Prime Minister Pol Pot’s fanatical 
cultural revolution. 

Since then, Kampuchea, an im¬ 
poverished country of rice-grow¬ 
ers. has been hindered from re¬ 
covery under its Communist lead¬ 
ership by a continuing war against 
the remains of the Khmer Rouge 
and other opposition forces. 

Armed and supplied by China 
and Thailand, they operate from 


camps along the Thai-Kam- 
puchea border. 

Diplomats say that maintaining 
the conflict suited Peking's in¬ 
terest until it could begin a real 
dialogue with Moscow, its top 
priority. 

The conflict kept pressure on 
Vietnam, Peking's long-time 
enemy, and maintained the spot-, 
light on the Soviet role in the 
region. 

A year of largely secret di¬ 
plomacy bore fruit this month 
when Vietnam announced it 
could withdraw by September all 
its forces from Kampuchea, 
which it says number 50,000 men, 
if a political settlement can be 
reached: in other words, if China 
and Thailand halt tbeir support 
for the guerrillas. 

China publicly welcomed the 
announcement and has made 
dear it was prepared to cut its 
military .aid. 

Thus, the stage was set for the 
visit to Hanoi last week by Thai 
Foreign Minister Siddhi Savetsila 
and the even more important 
journey by Liem to Peking. 

The shift in Thai polides has 
been fast and extreme. 

Siddhi himself was one of the 
architects of the hardline ASEAN 
stance demanding an immediate 
withdrawal of Vietnamese 
troops. 

Siddhi denied in Vietnam that 
Thailand gave sanctuary to the 
guerrillas but aid workers and 
others who have travelled in the 
border areas have seen armed 
guerrillas inside Thailand with 
Thai army logistical support. 

Now Thailand has buried the 
hatchet with Vietnam. 

Siddhi and a beaming Thach 
declared after their talks in 
Hanoi: “We will work together to 
bring peace to Kampuchea." The 
Thai minister said he looked for¬ 
ward to helping Vietnam's econo¬ 
mic recovery after the proposed 
September pullout. 

Diplomats said improved 
Soviet relations with Thailand 
and the other ASEAN states — 
Malaysia, Singapore, Indonesia, 
the Philippines and Brunei — had 
helped create a climate m which 
mutual practical needs might re¬ 
place a balance of confrontation 
as the way to ensure security. 

Liem's goal in Peking will be to 
find ways to settle points of con¬ 
flict with Vietnam’s giant north¬ 
ern neighbour as well as pin down 
more details on the halt in aid to 
Kampuchean guerrillas, diplo¬ 
mats said. 

'iliey believe Peking and Mos¬ 
cow would like a Kampuchean 
settlement hammered out well 
before their summit meeting in 
Peking this summer. 

Liem was also expected to 
press for renewed trade with Chi¬ 
na. This would benefit particular¬ 
ly the north of Vietnam, whose 
failure to match the pace of re¬ 
covery of the more capitalist- 
oriented south is causing political 
tension. 

The need for economic recon¬ 
struction has become paramount 
for the Vietnamese, especially 
under the reformist leadership 
that began to open up to the 
international and regional main¬ 
stream two years ago after de¬ 
cades of ideologically-based mis¬ 
trust of foreign interference¬ 


controlling inflation effectively or 
towards ensuring a smooth 
“drawdown” of economic 
growth. 

"After the recent rapid growth 
that we've seen it’s not quite 
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certain whether a smooth transi¬ 
tion to slow growth is possible,” 
said one analyst. “If economies 
can lurch forward they can retreat 
in confusion, too." The obvious 
challenge is to avoid an inflation¬ 


ary rise while at the same time 
protecting economies from the 
onset of recession. 

In the United States, the U.S. 
budget and the behaviour of the 
trade deficit remain the two ma- 


ter 


If TH6 COLD WML 

IS 0M6P, \N&U 

k monument . 


Mfe'vie 

60T-0N& 


*4, 




1/ 

5 czj 

{WflKie 


l€iS 




By Lisa Genasci 

The Associated Press 

RIO DE JANEIRO, Brazil — A 
tourist boat disaster that killed 52 
has sparked a nationwide outcry 
against what Brazilians say is the 
impunity of the country's rich and 
powerful and a general disrespect 
for law. 

In pub ! ic demonstrations, resi¬ 
dents have made the tragedy a 
public forum to rail against the 
general feeling that in this nation 
of 144 million, if you do some¬ 
thing wrong — from running red 
lights to hiring a professional 
killer — you can get away with it 
if you have enough influence or 
money. 

“Some of the worst vices of the 
Brazilian soul came to light the 
moment the boat sank: facility to: 
bribe, irresponsibility and the fai¬ 
lure to assist fellow citizens in 
trouble," the respected Rio daily 
Jomal Do Brasil said in an edito¬ 
rial. 

“Enough," was the five-cen¬ 
timetre-high headline this week 
on the cover of Brazil’s largest 
news magazine, Ye/a. 

“The country is fed up with 
negligence and abuse and wants 
exemplary punishment for crimes 
such as the sinking of the Bateau 
Mouche IV,’’ Ve/a said. 

Though there is no accurate 
count, most estimates indicate 
150 revelers were on the Bateau 
Mouche pleasure boat when it 
capsized and sank en route to an 
annual new year's eve fireworks 
display off fomed Copacabana 
beach. 

Survivors say the flat-bottom 
river boat, originally built for just 
20 passengers, was dangerously 
overcrowded and listing precipi¬ 
tously in rough water, and that 
lifejackets were not readily at 
band. 




jor imponderables with the 
potential to ruin all other calcu¬ 
lated planning. The monthly 
trade deficit has hovered round, 
the $11 billion mark since the first 
quarter of 1988. The U.S. cunent 
account also appears set to 
worsen with the rising costs of 
servicing the country’s $150 bil¬ 
lion debt. Corporate debt and 
indebtedness of households simi¬ 
larly show no signs of abating. 

Against those imponderables 
must be placed the Federal Re¬ 
serve Board's aim of keeping 
inflation low by slowing down 
U.S. growth to no more than 2.5 
per cent from about 3.5 per cent 
in 1988 and 4l8 per cent in 1987. 

As elsewhere in the deficit eco¬ 
nomies of the industrial world, 
the Fed has been straining to cut 
consumption growth as part of 
the anti-inflation drive, but with¬ 
out apparent success. Experts 
point out that because the Fed's 
campaign has been accompanied 
by one interest rate rise after 
another, there is always the risk 
that the fight against inflation will 
rebound on the U.S. economy 
and bring on a recession. 

“The Fed is evidently not aim¬ 
ing for a recession, but there's no 1 
guarantee that it won’t inadver¬ 
tently cause one now," said one 
stockbroker. In the 1979-81’ 
period, he said, the Fed wanted a 
recession bat foiled to trigger it- 
However, if a recession hits the 
United States now, the consequ¬ 
ences could be lethal for its heavi¬ 
ly indebted economy. They could 
be quite unpredictable for the 
resr of the world. — Academic 
Hie. 


Brazil boat disaster sparks 
outcry against law breakers 


There are accusations that port 
authority guards who inspected 
the Bateau Mouche just two 
hours before it went down were 
paid off to allow it to venture into 
the open sea. 

The navy and the police are 
bickering about who should in¬ 
vestigate the sinking. Many here 
fear that — as has happened so 
often in Latin America's largest 
country, in highway and maritime 
tragedies, fires and collapses of 
buddings and freeways — no one 
will be held responsible. 

^ In 1981^ . for: example, twov 
riverboat s&kiggs in inland Ama¬ 
zon waters claimed about 500 
lives. Both were blamed on over¬ 
crowding, yet no one was ever 
prosecuted or otherwise 
punished. 

“The sinking of the Bateau 
Mouche is a portrait of our real¬ 
ity." prominent political com¬ 
mentator Alexandre Garcia said 
in a syndicated newspaper col¬ 
umn. “We were already " irres¬ 
ponsible: now we are becoming 
inhuman." 

“There is a cultural tradition of 
disregarding security norms, of 
negligence," lawyer Evaristo de 
Moraes, who has been retained by 
the Bateau Mouche owners ;n 
case of criminal proceedings, said 
on television. “We need to look 
at our mentality, which believes 
that laws are always flexible." 

De Moraes said, however, that 
in the case of the boat disaster, “I 
am convinced my clients had no 
responsibility whatsoever." 

Indeed, one of the boat's own¬ 


ers initially told reporters that 
“panic among the passengers” 
caused the tragedy. But Fabricio 
Calo, a 38-year-old Sao Paulo 
businessman who saved himself 
and his wife from drowning, said: 
“You can’t call what happened an 
accident." 

Paulo Soares, whose 50-year- 
old father-in-law, Camilo da Cos¬ 
ta, was the Bateau Moudie's cap¬ 
tain and one of the victims, told 
the Associated Press: “Camilo 
didn't want to go out. He called 
us to say the boat was overloaded 
and ?ea’was" top .r^jgh.f But' 
had no choice. He would lose his 
job if be didn’t 'sail." ' ' 

Brazilians are proud of wbat 
they call the jeitmbo, or “little 
way," of cutting through red 
tape, avoiding a traffic ticket or 
eliminating other problems that 
has become a part of eveiyday 
life. There is a whole professional 
category known as despachantcs, 
whose job basically consists of 
paying off the right people. 

A recent prime-time soap 
opera, vale fudo ("anything 
goes"), in which greed, conniv¬ 
ing, corruption and deceit were 
the principal characters' main 
traits, drew ratings of 80 per cent. 

"We're living in a very indi¬ 
vidualistic society," sociologist 
Helio Jaguaribe said. “There’s a 
sense that if you abide by the law, 
someone will get the better of 
you.” 

Part of the problem, he said, is 
that Brazilians have no faith in 
their criminal justice system. 
Many don’t bother to register 
robberies with police, believing it 


will do no good. It is not uncom¬ 
mon for bands of angry citizens to 
take justice into their own hands, : 
beating and stoning to death sus¬ 
pected criminals. 

But it isn’t exclusively a lack of - 
respect for laws that has gener¬ 
ated a sense of impunity. Deputy . 
Justice Minister Luis Eidienberg 
told the AP. 

“This also has grown from a 
tremendous lack of human and • 
material resources," Eidienberg . 
said. “We often are physically 
and finandally unable to enforce . 
-;the>w.” 

• Jaguaribe said:the indignation 
provoked by this disaster is a sign 
that “tolerance of impunity and • 
greed has been stretched to its • 
limits. “He dted last November's • 
municipal elections in which left- 
wing candidates won mayoral 1 
seats in important state .capitals. 

Brazilians likewise have rallied 
around the December shooting- ' 
death of internationally known 1 
ecologist Francisco Mendes. who * 
defended the Amazon ecology 
and poor peasants against the 
interests of powerful landowners. 
Many of the landowners employ 
private gunmen to eliminate ene- - 
mies. 

According to Amnesty Interna¬ 
tional, the London-based human- 
rights organisation, about 1,000 
peasants, ecologists and Catholic 
priests — who defend landless 
farmers — have been killed in 
land disputes in Brazil since 1980. 
Prosecutions were pursued in 
only three cases, the organisation • 
says. 


Best-selling 
novelist bids for 
Peru presidency 
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By Ricardo Ritter 
Reuter 

LIMA — Mario Vargas Llosa, 
one of Latin America's best-sell¬ 
ing novelists, has put aside his 
pen to run for president of Peru 
in an electoral bid he sees as more 
of a crusade than a political cam¬ 
paign. 

The 54-year-old writer, three 
of whose novels have sold more 
than a million copies around the 
world, is set to be nominated by a 
centre-right coalition as its candi¬ 
date to succeed embattled Presi¬ 
dent Alan Garcia when Peruvians 
go to the polls in May 1990. 

Vargas. who- says he is only 
reluctantly entering the political 
arena, is widely seen as the one 
man who can stop a Marxist 
candidate sweeping to victory on 
the back of the country's worst 
economic crisis this century. 

Opinion polls suggest the au¬ 
thor, whose novels include "The 
War of the End of the World,” 
“The Time of the Hero" and 
"Aunt Julia and the Scriptwri¬ 
ter," could win the vote. 

“I have not left my study and 
my books to take anybody’s job, 
but to save Peru," Vargas told a 
recent political rally at which the 
leaders of the country’s two tradi¬ 
tional conservative parties 
pledged their backing. 

The dream of prosperity which 
Garcia offered Peruvians on tak¬ 
ing office three years ago has 


turned into an economic night¬ 
mare. with inflation approaching 
2,000 per cent and widespread 
shortages of basic foodstuffs: 

At the same time, the Maoist 
Sendero Luminoso (Shining 
Path) guerrillas, whose eight-year 
campaign has already cost over 
15,000 lives, are becoming in¬ 
creasingly daring in their attacks. 

"We need new blood... to get 
out of the situation the current 
government has tragically placed 
us in," Luis Bedoya Reyes, 
whose Popular Christian Party is 
one of those backing Vargas, told 
the rally. 

Fernando Belaunde Terry, 
who became Peru's first civilian 
president at the end of 12 years of 
military rule in 1980, also pledged 
the support of his Popular Action 
.Party. 

Belaunde said the two groups 
would join forces with the Liberty 
Party, launched by Vargas last 
year, to promote the author’s 
candidacy, which would be for¬ 
mally announced in April. 

Peru’s conservatives, who had 
been all but eclipsed by left-of- 
centre parties, have gained 
strength as the economic and 
political crisis focuses criticism on 
the populist policies of Garda's 
Social Democratic government. 

A recent opinion -poll pub¬ 
lished by the private Apoyo Insti¬ 
tute gave Vargas as a narrow lead 
over the prindple Marxist candi¬ 
date with 29 per cent of the vote. 
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Alfonso Barren tes, the leftist 
former priest who had been head¬ 
ing the polls, took 27 per cent, 
while a candidate for the ruling 
Popular American Revolutionary 
Alliance (APRA) gained seven 
per cent support. • 

“I am the hope for Peru, Don't 
worry, we can push die country 
out of this crisis." Vargas told 
thousands of flag-waving suppor¬ 
ters gathered in a central Lima 
Square. 

Vargas, who destaibes himself 
as a liberal, leapt into the pmi'tichl 
limelight in 1987 with:his public: 


opposition to Garcia's plan' to •« 
nationalise the Baxiking' system. .. I 

On the electoral stump around _•; 
the country, he has concentrated - j * 
his attacks on. the government’s > 
economicriccortL * -.!.* 7 'j.?'’ 

Vargas.an economicfree-mar- • 
ketecr; has said he woiddrenew .T; 
contacts wiih fo e^Jate thawataL ^ > 

international - haHlra . 'w hich . ;A.-. 
been, severed 
:pf imttafer&Uf grating 
on “the cOUb^s-.-SI^: -^a***^ 
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. ^ZIMBABWE ■— The situation 
wasr undignified and -the- rhino 
“looked as if she knew it. 
.J.i'VShe paced arotUKf the small 
'. pen made of heavy treetruoks 
J\ .and stopped to squint through the 
, Cracks. Above her, a man with a 
- long hypodermic needle seized 
has moment. *. 

-- A quick- jab in the rhino’s 
x _ leathery 1 rump 1 and the anima l 
v • s tart e d to-look grog gy . A. few 
^minutes-more and she sank quiet¬ 
ly to her knees. 

Mike Legrange, a- Zimbabwe 
.. 'national parks and wildlife offic- 
;.er r put down Ms peddle. When 
'the rhino began to wake up, she 
would be coaxed into a crate to 
0 begin a journey of several hours 
by truck from the Zambezi Valley 
ifl another wildlife area. 

. After a. wait of several weeks 
the rhino and nine others will be 
flown to zoos in the United States 
some time in early 1989. 

■Lagrange and his capture team 
are the second line of defence in 
Zimbabwe’s strategy to save the 
rare black rhino from extinction 
by poachers. 

- - “Translocation is... a last de¬ 


sperate measure to ensure that at 
least some are protected if we 
lose them here,” he explained. 

Capturing rhino in the Zambe¬ 
zi Valley is, he says, largely an 
exercise in logistics. The rhino 
are darted from a small helicopter 
hovering at dose range, then 
winched on to a truck to be 
driven through the bush to be 
kept in sturdy wooden pens. 

Zimbabwe has moved more 
than 320-black rhino out of the 
Zambezi Valley,- their last re¬ 
maining stronghold in the wild, 
beyond the reach of professional 
poaching gangs who cross into the 
country from Zambia. 

While some of the rhinos go to 
zoos abroad for research and 
captive breeding, the majority 
are still in Zimbabwe, on farms 
and other land in safer areas in 
the centre of the country. 

Once Africa's two species of 
rhino, black and white, roamed 
from Ethiopia to the cape. There 
may have been hundreds of 
thousands early in the last cen¬ 
tury before hunters began to 
shoot them for their horn. 

The larger white rhino, which 
eats grass where the black rhino 
browses on leaves and twigs, 
came close to extinction in the 


1890s but survived thanks to con¬ 
servation in South Africa. It now 
□umbers up to 4,000, Che major¬ 
ity in Natal Province. 

Meanwhile black rhino num¬ 
bers fell rapidly from over 65,000 
in 1970 to about 12,000 in 1981. 
Today only scattered groups sur¬ 
vive in Tanzania, Kenya and 
Zambia. 

The latest estimate for Africa is 
that less than 4,000 are still alive, 
more than a quarter of them in 
Zimbabwe, whose Zambezi Val¬ 
ley bordering Zambia has the 
only remaining population of 
more than 500. 

Scientists hope that if anti¬ 
poaching efforts in the Zambezi 
Valley fail, the rhino will survive 
elsewhere in natural conditions in 
breeding herds of between 30 and 
50, large enough to avoid the risk 
of inbreeding and genetic 
damage. 

Moving the rhino around is an 
expensive business, though made 
easier by foreign donations. 
Sending them abroad is a 
bureaucratic paper chase, with 
weeks of waiting for export and 
import permits. 

At Chipanjgali wildlife 
orphange outside Bulawayo, 
Zimbabwe’s best-known wildlife 
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A generation of 
material boys and 
material girls 



expert Viv Wilson is looking after 
four black rhino and expects up 
to 10 or 12. 

“This is not going to save them 
from extinction. But we can gain 
a lot of information on their 
breeding and horn growth. And 
to help in conservation, it’s im¬ 
portant for the public to actually 
see the rhino.” Wilson says. 

Wilson, who is chairman of the 
national parks board, says Zim¬ 
babwe is lucky to have a staff of 
3,000 to protect its wildlife. “I've 
just come back from Sierra Leone 


SOUTH 

AFRICA 


and they have 30,” he says. 

He says that African govern¬ 
ments in general do not regard 
wildlife conservation as a prior¬ 
ity. “They think that because it 
has been there for hundreds of 
years it will always be there in the 
future... More money will always 
be spent on agriculture, educa¬ 
tion or defence.” 

But whatever the cost, he be¬ 
lieves the rhino has to be de¬ 
fended: “Do you say, let's stop 
and say that's the end? You can’t 
just throw in the towel.” 


Exiles from the land 


Millions of hectares of Third World farming land are 
transformed into barren wastes each year — and 
farmers who cannot make a living from such hostile 
territory must head for the towns and cities. Nigel 
Twose explains how environmental degradation 
has- created a new kind of refugee. 










Some 65 million hectares of 
fanning land in sub-Saharan Afri¬ 
ca have been turned to desert 
over the last 50 years. And the 
process is accelerating. Accord¬ 
ing to this year’s “State of World 
Population Report” from the 
U.N. Population Pond more that 
20 million hectares of land be¬ 
comes useless each year.. One 
third of the world’s land surface 
now risks the same fate. 

The poor find themselves at the 
epicentre of this disaster. Salfou 
Ouedraogo and his wives Anrinata 
and Aicba are farmers on the * 
Mossi plateau of the West Afri¬ 
can state of Burkina Faso. Their . 
pfot of land provides the only" 1 
famfly.incorae: so; they must tryjso 
squeeze oat of it whatever they 
can, regardless of the longer-term 
consequences. They find they are 
forced to take from the land more 
than any farmer should. And they 
cannot return nutrients to the sod 
because they cannot afford manu¬ 
re or chemical fertihsers. So tbe 
land has no time to regenerate; 
the protective-cover is not res¬ 
tored. 

When drought comes, as it 
inevitably does to these regions, 
it is these overworked plots of 
land which suffer most — and 
farmers like the Ouddraogos who 
are most at risk. Unable to sur¬ 
vive from tbeir crops on this 
damaged land all they can do is 
try to expand onto nearby, mar¬ 
ginal land that was previously 
kept for animal pasture. 

Nature exploited 

Farmers on other continents 
find themselves in a similar posi¬ 
tion. Some have been driven to 
exploit tropical forests. — as in 
the Amazon basin— but find 
after a few years that the poor 
land they have won from the 
forest will not sustain crops. 
Others are befog forced by land¬ 
lords to move out of fertile val¬ 
leys and onto the fragde uplands 
which- are systematically being 
destroyed on every continent. 

And yet the world’s food pro¬ 


duction continues to rise. How 
can this be? Most of the increases 
have come from a tremendous 
rise in productivity, using new 
seed varieties, chemical fertilisers 
and pesticides and increasing the 
amount of irrigated land. 

Hunger belt 

But such developments are not 
available to the 730 million peo¬ 
ple living in the “hunger belt” in 
the developing countries. The 
Ou6draogo family cannot afford 
them. Indeed Africa as a whole 
has-seen little of the “Green 
Revolution”. Most of its in- 
‘credseS’ in Tainted agriculture* 
have come from expanding the 
area of land cultivated. For the 
last 18 years it has consumed 
more food than it has produced. 

Government interventions in 
the past have achieved little for 
the Ouddraogo family. Only a 
small proportion of agricultural 
supports was destined for the 
subsistence farmers. Mostly it 
was used to promote export crops 
like cotton which might bring 
foreign exchange into empty 
national coffers. But these cash 
crops also tend to need the same 
capital-intensive systems — large 
quantities of hybrid seeds, ferti¬ 
liser and pesticides — and can 
also result in untold damage to 
the land. 

Salfou, Aminata and AJcfaa 
have some degree of control over 
just one resource. It is their 
labour force — their children.. 
For poor parents the logical re¬ 
sponse to such hardship and 
famine is to have a large family. If 
you need to expand onto neigh¬ 
bouring marginal land you will 
need a larger labour force. 

As Salfou works in his fields he 
can see alongside him a bard and 
lifeless stretch of abandoned 
land. As a child he worked this 
territory with his father. Now he 
believes that the same fate will 
befall the land he is now cultivat¬ 
ing with his six children. In the 
meantime the family already has 
to send some of the children away 










By Jill Lawrence 

The Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — First-year 
college students appear to be 
smoking more than their prede¬ 
cessors. They may be losing in¬ 
terest in business careers. And 
they overwhelmingly favour man¬ 
datory aids and drug testing. 

These were some of the find¬ 
ings in the 23rd annual survey of 
incoming college srudents by the 
American Council on Education 
and the Higher Education Re¬ 
search Institute at the University 
of California at Los Angeles. 

The wide-ranging survey also 
found that entering college stu¬ 
dents are getting less aid from the 
federal government and are in¬ 
creasingly interested in college as 
a means to a high-paying job. 

And the proportion of new 
students who identified their poli¬ 
tical views as conservatives or far 
right was a record 21.8 per cent. 
But large majorities of students 
took traditionally liberal posi¬ 
tions when asked about specific 
issues ranging from pollution and 
disarmament to abortion and 
consumer protection. 

“It's because of the beating the 
word liberal has taken.” "said 
Kenneth C. Green of the Uni¬ 
versity of California-Los 
Angeles, associate director of the 
survey. “A lot of them think 
liberal means impotent.” 

On the other hand, the survey 
found students becoming in¬ 
creasingly conservative on mat¬ 
ters related to crime and the 1 
death penalty. .And two-thirds of 
incoming 1988 students agreed 


that “the best way to control 
AIDS is through widespread, 
mandatory testing,” while 71 per 
cent agreed that “employers 
should be allowed to require drug 
testing of employees or job appli¬ 
cants.” 

The findings are based on ques¬ 
tionnaires filled out by 308.007 
students entering 585 two- and 
four-year colleges and universi¬ 
ties. The results were adjusted to 
reflect the total population of 
1.64 million first-time, full-time 
entering students, and have a 
margin of error of plus or minus 2 
per cent. 

One of the most dramatic find¬ 
ings was a rise in the number of 
students who said they were fre¬ 
quent smokers, reversing a 22- 
year decline. In 1966, 16.6 per 



cent of those surveyed said they 
were frequent smokers. That fell 
steadily to S.9 per cent in 1987, 
but rose to 10.1 per cent among 
those entering college last fall. 

In addition, a record high per¬ 
centage of first-year students 
(10.5 per cent! said they fre¬ 
quently felt depressed, while a 
declining proportion rated their 
emotional health as above aver¬ 
age (56.1 per cent, as opposed to 
56.8 per cent in 1987). 

A record proportion of those 
surveyed said they were in¬ 
terested in pursuing advanced de-‘ 
grees — 58.7 per cent, compared 
to 48.3 per cent in 1980. And a 
record 72.6 per cent indicated 
“making more money” was a 
very important factor in their 
decision to attend college. 




Madonna, the Material girl, reflects in song, dance, dress and 
attitude tire ‘in thing’ of this generation. 
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People are being forced away Grom the land by 
poverty, environmental degradation, population 
pressures and droughts. These are the “environ¬ 


mental refugees”, according to the 1988 ‘State of 
World Population’ Report from the U.N. Popula¬ 
tion Fund. (Illustration: Hector Cattolica). 


Women in the landscape 

Wonn oa tetetHm ol water, coBachx* ei Rnwood, ram of (b* tend Md as moOwra an 
iMually tha first to teal the affect* of afiviranmoiital ttagredstfon In lt«» developing world. 

Tbny atm abo In Hw ben position to mmafra tha wwWnmmi but their rote Is fcoquenlty 
lenorwa br poOcy ortara amf ptannars. 

In Africa, women are raapoiwibta for 75% ol aB subststenca agricutture and 95% of domestic imi. 


to look for other work. 

Environmental refugees 

At present they only leave for 
part of the year, returning to the 
village to help with the planting 
and the harvesting. But many 
families are moving permanently 
to the towns. Throughout the 
Third World it is common to see 
scores of young men piled into 
the back of battered prick-ups 
hurtling down the dirt road that 
leads to the big city. 

People forced off their land 
are: “environmental refugees.” 
Some ten million Africans be¬ 
came landless during the 1980s 
and have crowded into refugee 
camps or dty shuns. 

A move to the dty to make a 
better life often doesn’t work out. 
But the family always has the 
hope that one child will strike it 
lucky and offer them some kind 
of security. And the more chil¬ 
dren you have the more you 
increase your chances of winning. 

Many children that have gone 
to the dries no longer return for 
the planting season and they no 
longer send back remittances. So 
the fathers must now look else¬ 
where for temporary work leav¬ 
ing the wives at home responsible 
for young children and for the 
elders. The daily search for water 
and woodfuel becomes even 
more burdensome, and if the 
man's seasonal work stretches 
into something longer, the family 
land may well be taken away 
from a female-headed household. 


that neither human nor animal 
populations exceed the land’s car¬ 
rying capacity. Unless this hap¬ 
pens it is clear that there will be 
two-thirds less rainfed cropland 
in Asia, Africa and Latin 
America. 

History books give many exam¬ 
ples of civilisations which came to 


an end primarily because of their 
abuse of natural resources. For 
many families all over the Third 
World that end has already come. 
For many more it is inescapable. 
One old African farmer described 
it this way: “Once famine has 
caught up with you, you can 
never escape" — (UNFPA). 


*i*55 


Poverty, climate and population pressures are 
forcing more and more marginal land in Africa to 
be brought under cultivation. The result, accord¬ 
ing to the 1988 ‘State of World Population’ Report 


from UNFPA is “erosion and ultimately desert 
conditions.” (Photo: Sebastian Satgadc / 
Magnum). 
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The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle Jabat Amman. near 
Ahhyyah Girts School 

Take away Is available 

Open doily 12:00-3:30 
p. m. 

b:3(l-Midnight 

Tel. 638968 


For bD your: 


MANDARIN 
Chinese Restaurant 

The only typical Chinese 
cuisine in Amman. 
Chinese Flaming pot is available 
Take away available 
Open daily I3:if) -13-30 
1H:W-23:30 

WadiSaqra Road - near Traffic 
Bridge 

Amman. Jordan 

v Tel: 661922 / 


' CHEN’S ^ 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbequefor 
Lunch Friday only 
Tef: 818214 

Come and taste our 
spec>aJjt/es 

Open daih 12:00 - 3:30 
p.m. 

v 6:30 - Midnight y 



CHINESE 

RESTAURANT 


TAIWAN TOURISMO 
Authentic Chinese Food 

Korean Bar-B-Q 
Charcoal Flaming Pot 
Take-away sewfe* 

Open daily Noon - 3:30p.m. 
& 6:30p.m. - midnight 

Location: Near 3rd Circle 
opposite Akilah Hospital 

Tel: 641093 


ajA/M/l 

B=JT ,^Trj/trwtcrnf 

FIRST CLASS INDIAN 


Special Executive Luncheons 

Take away service 
available 

Open Daily 12.30-3.30 pm 
7.30-TI.30 pm 
After the Holiday lm i hotel 
Towards 3rd circle 
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Kremlin calls for drastic austerity Norway faces more belt-tightening 

mm OSLO fRl — Finance Minister Annual pay negotiations have down from record and od 


MOSCOW (R) — The Soviet government, painting 
a grim picture of the national economy in a report 
published Sunday, called on industry and local 
political leaders to adopt drastic austerity measures. 

Although the economy grew a mixture of neglect, heavy de- 
4.4 peF cent in 1988, faster than in fence spending, lower revenue 
previous years, farms and factor- from state alcohol sales and the 
ies were not producing enough devastating Armenian earth- 
goods to satisfy growing incomes quake last month, 
and much of what they did pro- “The radical economic reform 
duce was still of low quality, a has so far not had a proper effect 
government statement said. on the intensification of produc- 
Pay is growing faster than pro- don." said the report, published 
ductivity, in what economists say in the communist party newspap- 
appears to raise the prospect of er Pravda. 
inflation which has finally been 

officially acknowledged as a “The state of affairs has been 
problem'. In addition, new tecb- aggravated by the fact that the 
oology is being introduced too population's income and ex- 
slowly, penses are not balanced in practi- 

Other figures showed that ex- cally all sections of the country, 
ports fell by two per cent last year Tte mass of money in circulation 
and imports rose by 6.5 per cent, is _ not backed up by goods and 
virtually halving the Soviet trade services." 

surplus. The report criticised the lead- 

Judging by the report, part of ership of seven of the 15 repub- 
this worsening may have been lies* including the Russian Fed- 
due to the import of 30 billion erarion, home to half the coun- 
roubles ($50 billion) worth of try’s population, and urged 
food in the last three years. Offi- sweeping changes by both them 
dais have also pointed to harm 3°^ the leaders of industry, 
through a fall in the price of oil, a They should “take drastic mea- 
key Soviet export. sures *o effect a saving of state 

The new report, issued after a funds, to cut down centralised 
government meeting, followed capital investments, (and) to 
fears expressed by Kremlin leader draw into use stocks of material 
Mikhail Gorbachev that the fai- assets over and above the plan 
lure of economic reforms to norms", it said, 
bring concrete results could They were also urged to ensure 
weaken support for his parallel Soviet workers actually earned 
political reforms. die higher incomes they have 

Last week, Gorbachev warned been paid in recent years by 
in a speech of the political dan- bringing income growth in lute 
gers of a budget deficit caused by with the growth in productivity. 


Idle equipment 

Pravda mentioned earlier that 
billions of dollars worth of 
machinery the Soviet Union 
bought with foreign bank loans is 
sitting idle, resulting in huge in¬ 
dustrial production losses. 

In an article on foreign credits 
to the Soviet Union, it quoted 
specialists at the B ank for Fore¬ 
ign Economic Affairs as saying 
the credits had a positive role to 
play in reforming the economy if 
they were used responsibly. 

“We know it hasn't always 
been that way. For example, as of 
Jan. 1, 1988, the stocks of im¬ 
ported equipment bought with 
foreign credits and left in the 
storehouses of enterprises and 
construction sites amounted to 
4.6 billion roubles ($7.5 billion)", 
Pravda said. 

“The resulting losses in pro¬ 
duction were more than three 
billion roubles ($4.9 billion),” it 
said. 

The statement echoed an arti¬ 
cle that appeared on the front 
page of the government newspap¬ 
er Izvestia a day before. 

It complained that expensive 
foreign equipment bought for 
food processing and other Soviet 
agro-industries was not being 
used by the agricultural 
bureaucracy, Gosagroprom. 

“On the whole in Gosagrop¬ 
rom, the imported equipment 
that is not installed is worth 570 
million roubles ($934 million),” 
Izvestia said. 

Pravda said Western reports 
that the Soviet Union had re¬ 


ceived $9 to $10 billion worth of 
credits from Western countries 
were exaggerated and included 
not only current loans bat also 
proposed credits for the future. 

It did not reveal the total 
volume of tbe foreign credit lines, 
saying only that Soviet foreign 
borrowing traditionally did not 
exceed three per cent of the 
“general volume of the invest¬ 
ment in the economy." 

It was not dear whether that 
referred to capital investment, 
which in 1987 was 203.5 billion 
roubles(S333.6 billion),according 
to the State Committee on Statis¬ 
tics. Three per cent of that figure 
is 6.1 billion roubles ($10 billion). 

Lowest harvest in 3 years 

, On food production, the Soviet 
grain harvest in 1988 was 195 
million tonnes, the lowest for 
three years, a Soviet offidal 
announced Monday. 

Tbe figure was considerably 
worse than Western experts had 
predicted. 

Stepan Sitary an, first deputy 
chairman of the State Planning 
Committee, told a news confer¬ 
ence tbe figure was preliminary. 

In 1987, Soviet farmers har¬ 
vested 211.3 million tonnes while 
the figure for 1986 was 210.1 
milli on tonnes. The target for 
1988 was 235 milli on tonnes. 

Sitary an said the figure brought 
the average yield for the past 
three years to 205 million tonnes, 
which be said was an improve¬ 
ment over an average of 185 
million during tbe previous five- 


year plan. 

Soviet officials had predicted 
that the harvest was likely to fall 
short of the 1987 yield, but the 
figure disclosed Monday was well 
below Western estimates. Hie 
U.S. Agriculture Department 
had put tbe figure at about 205 

miltio n to nnes . 

The International Wheat 
Council, an international trading 
organisation, had forecast a crop 
of 200 millio n tonnes. 

Foreign grain market analysts 
said a below-target harvest may 
have been a factor in a decision 
by the Soviet Union to sign a new 
grain imports agreement with tbe 
United States late last year. 

Under the agreement, tbe 
Soviet Union will continue to buy 
nine million tonnes of U.S. grain 
annually over the next two years. 

It followed eight months of 
tough negotiations in which the 
Soviet side was said to have press¬ 
ed initially for more flexibility on 
the minimum volume it would 
guarantee to buy from U.S. far¬ 
mers. 

Sitaryan did not give the figure 
for harvest of crops other than 
grain. 

Gorbachev, meeting regional 
communist party chiefs and agri¬ 
cultural specialists last week, cal¬ 
led for a new land programme to 
boost production and said Soviet 
agrarian policy was bogged down. 

Officials have called for urgent 
measures to improve food sup¬ 
plies, a source of popular discon¬ 
tent as shortages of basic food¬ 
stuffs affect virtually all the 
population. 


Japanese seek Relying on swea t, sacrifice 
higher salaries *i • m 


TOKYO (R) — Japanese work¬ 
ers, already among the highest 
paid in the world, plan to press 
for even higher pay in wage nego¬ 
tiations lhis year. 

Organised labour has 
announced demands for an aver¬ 
age six to eight per cent increase 
for the annual wage negotiations, 
called “shunto” (spring labour 
offensive), starting in March. 

Economists expect actual in¬ 
creases to average about five per 
cent. 

“In this year offensive, there is 
no reason for management to 
offer low wage increases because 
of very favourable corporate per¬ 
formance," said Yoshihiro Furu- 
kane, senior economist at 
Yamaichi Research Institute of 
Securities and Economics. 

Most Japanese companies have 
yet to announce the negotiation 
positions but at least one major 
steelmaker, NKK Corp, has said 
it will not offer any basic wage 
increase at all but rather raise its 
annua] bonus. 

Most large Japanese companies 
offer bonuses of one to three 
months' salary once or twice a 
year. Some bonuses are based on 
company performance. 

Japan's largest labour organisa¬ 
tion Rengo has set a target de¬ 
mand of an average six to eight 
per cent wage rise for 1989/90. 
The second-largest union associa¬ 
tion, Sohyo, plans to seek at least 
an average eight per cent wage 
rise. 

"We expect an average five to 
5.2 per cent wage increase, againsr 
this fiscal year's (to March 31) 
average of 4.4 per cent," said 
Koichi 'Yano.-an economist at 
Mitsubishi Research Institute. 

“If wages rise at this level or a 
little higher it will not adversely 
affect inflation, it will boost pri¬ 
vate consumer spending while 
prices are stable." Yano said. 

Management emphasis will be 
on cutting consumer prices and 
work hours, rather than on 
wages, said an offidal of the 
Japanese Federation of Em¬ 
ployers' Association (Nikkeiren). 


Brazil imposes new shock measures 


RIO DE JANEIRO (AP) — 
Brazilian banks were ordered 
closed Monday and Tuesday to 
give the nation's economy time to 
absorb sweeping economic res¬ 
tructuring meant to cut annual 
inflation of 1,000 per cent and to 
stimulate growth. 

The government Monday im¬ 
posed new shock measures to the 
economy that included massive 
public spending cuts and a wage 
and price freeze. 

In a nationwide television and 
radio broadcast. President Jose 
Sarney said he was "not im¬ 
plementing a new economic pack¬ 
age, rather calling people to work 
together on a programme of 
national salvation.” 

“No democracy can be pre¬ 
served in a situation of hyperinf¬ 
lation,'’ Sarney said. “He need to 
summon our courage to make 
sure that we don't see blood and 
tears. To avoid that, we must rely 
on our sweat and sacrifice." 

Sarney called Brazilians to 
wage “total war against inflation 


using the toughest weapons and 
most profound measures Brazil 
has ever taken to confront infla¬ 
tion." 

He appealed to Brazilians to 
“fight for your rights” to make 
sure supermarkets and res¬ 
taurants follow the price freeze. 

The plan is the fourth major 
package of economic measures 
imposed by Sarney, who took 
office in March of 1985, ending 21 
years of repressive, right-wing 
military rule. 

Sarney said there would have 
to be “great national comprehen- 
- sion" to implement the measures, 
which included: 

— A price freeze for an inde¬ 
terminate period on basic con¬ 
sumer items; 

— A wage freeze starting in 
February, when workers will re¬ 
ceive their last increase to correct 
for inflation based upon'average 
cost of living rises over the past 12 
months; 

—A 17 per cent devaluation of 
the cruzado currency; 


— Creation of the “new cruza¬ 
do,” worth 1,000 old ones; 

— Ending of the automatic 
monthly inflation indexing of 
wages, rents, commercial pay¬ 
ments and government interest 
rates, which will from now on be 
adjusted according to “pre-fix¬ 
ing” of the index corrector at an 
artificially low rate; 

— Firing of about 60,000 civil 
sevants; 

— Elimination of five cabinet 
ministries; 

— Dramatic increase in in¬ 
terest rates and new limits on 
credit purchases, designed to 
hold down consumer spending. 

Sarney said the plan was to 
slash Brazil's : 1,000 percent 
annual inflation, cut the budget 
deficit — now at six per cent of 
the gross national product 
(GNP), and wicjely believed to 
fuel inflation —- and stimulate the 
economy. Last year the GNP 
pew only 0.04 per cent, while 
industrial growth fell 2.23 per 
cent over the previous year, gov¬ 


ernment figures show. 

Union leaders immediately 
criticised the elimination of the 
monthly safety net index. Union 
figures show that over the past 
two years, workers have lost as 
much as 40 per cent of buying 
power to inflation. 

“We weren't consulted abont 
the measures, which will once 
more cut into workers' salaries,” 
said Luiz Mederos, leader of the 
Sao Paulo Metal Workers’ Un¬ 
ion. “I have no doubts angry 
workers will react negatively and 
they will have our support in 
organising a nationwide-strike. 

- Brazil’s past measures, though 
initially successful, have been un¬ 
able to contain runaway inflation. 

Perhaps the best remembered 
is the 1986 “cruzado plan", which 
included a wage and price freeze 
that wicked off a consumer 
spending spree and degenerated 
into blade marke tee ring, hoarding 
and product shortage, when pro¬ 
ducers said they couldn't meet 
demand at the government-set 
prices. 


Expert sees firm oil prices through March 


KUWAIT (R) — An internation¬ 
al energy expert has predicted 
OPEC will keep world oil prices 
rising until March but may face 
problems after that because of 
output quota violations and high 
production last year. 

“There will be a relative in¬ 
crease in the next two to three 
months, until March." Robert 
Mabro, director of the Oxford 
Institute for Energy Studies, said 
Sunday night in a lecture to the 
Kuwait Economic Society. 

But he said the outlook there¬ 
after depended on how much oil 
was produced by the Organisa¬ 
tion of Petroleum Exporting 
Countries (OPEC) during the last 
quarter of 1988. 

He also predicted production 
discipline in the 13-nation group 


would eventually break down, 
putting pressure on work) oil 
prices later this year. 

Oil prices have finned about $3 
a barrel since OPEC agreed last 
November to cut output to 18.5 
million barrels per day (b/d) in 
the first half of this year. But 
prices are still about S3 below 
OPECs target of $18. 

Industry sources polled by 
Reuters put OPEC output in the 
last quarter of 1988 at 22.3 mil¬ 
lion b/d. well above a self-im¬ 
posed output ceiling then in force 
of 15.06 million b/d excluding 
Iraq. 

“If production (in the 1988 
fourth quarter) was an average of 
21.5 million to 23 milli on b/d... 
then prices must decline again 
(after March). If there was exag¬ 


geration in these figures... maybe 
there will be a balance between 
supply and demand and prices 
will re main relatively high,” he 
said. 

Mabro said long-term pros¬ 
pects for output discipline within 
OPEC were weak because it con- 
tamed blocs of producers with 
different interests and because of 
individual quota disputes. 

Tbe United Arab Emirates and 
Ecuador, for example, have con¬ 
sistently exceeded quotas set for 
them since 1982, Mabro said. 

“Maybe the price will reach 
$18. Maybe it will hit $20. But I 
am pessimistic on the continua¬ 
tion of price - stability at the level 
OPEC wants in the long run,” he 
said. 

“Maybe the (current OPEC) 


[FURNISHED BASEMENT IN VILLA 
FOR RENT 

Consists of one bedroom and salon with central 
heating and private telephone. 

Call 813942 


FURNISHED VILLA FOR RENT IN 
SHMEISANI 

Consisting of 3 bedrooms, 3 salons, dining room, maid 
room, washroom, 3 bathrooms, and garage. It is centrally 
heated and air conditioned in summer. 

Please call 672722 (morning) and 676442 
(evening). 


DELUXE FURNISHED APARTMENT 
FOR RENT 

3 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, large L-shape living and dining 
room, fufly-equipped kitchen. 

Total area 200 square metres, 

Um Uthaina, near San Rock Hotel. 

For more information pis call 813779. 


FOR RENT 

Two-bedroom apartment, telephone line, 150 square 
metres area, private entrance, ground floor with yard and 
garden in Shmeisani, west of Birds Garden. 

For details call Tel. 663888 


Able to type in Arabic and English, to use telex and facsimile 
machines, and is proficient in English. 

Please check personally with Sa’ld Malhas and Sons 
Company t (Landrover)) — A1 Mahatta Street 


DELUXE FURNISHED APARTMENT 
FOR RENT 

Consists of 3 bedrooms, dining room, salon, 2 bathrooms, 
centrally-heated, 2 telephones and parking area. 
Location: Jabal Amman, Um-Uthaina, between 5th and 
6th Circles. 

Call; Tel. 817217 or 841838 


agreement will succeed for three, 
four or six months, but the con¬ 
tinuation of price stability for a 
long time is not likely,” he noted. 

Mabro said OPECs problems 
could not be blamed on its declin¬ 
ing share of world oil production. 
“The share or OPEC is now 
amply sufficient to control the 
market as it wants... on condition 
that it acts as a single bloc,” be 
said. 

Rising output from indepen¬ 
dent producers halved OPEC’s 
share of world oil production 
from 1967 to 1987 to around 30 
per cent. But OPEC still accounts 
for more than half the world’s oil 
exports. 

Meanwhile, OPEC Secretary- 
General Subroto Monday called 
for early ministerial talks be¬ 
tween OPEC and other oil expor¬ 
ters in efforts to cooperate on 
curbing excess supply and sup¬ 
porting prices. 

Experts from OPEC and from 
non-member producers are to 
meet in London Jan. 26 to discuss 
such a meeting, Subroto told 
OPEC’s News Agency 
OPECNA. 

Experts from non-OPEC coun¬ 
tries Angola, China, Colombia, 
Egypt, Malaysia, Mexico, North 
Yemen and Oman are to confer 
in London with experts from 
OPEC members Algeria, Indone¬ 
sia, Kuwait. Nigeria, Saudi Ara¬ 
bia and Venezuela. 


MANY VILLAS AND 
APARTMENTS FOR 
RENT 

Furnished or 
Unfurnished 

In Shmeisani, Sweifieh, 
Abdoun and many other 
locations. 

For more Informa¬ 
tion please cali.Wael 
Real Estate at 685342 


OSLO (R) — Finance Minister 
Gunnar Berge told Norway’s 
workers Monday they would have 
to settle for modest pay rises to 
help the economy recover from 
weak oil prices. 

He said the government felt 
positive about the economy of 
Western Europe’s number two oil 
producer now. Inflation was 
down and Norway had its best 
trade surplus for nearly five years 
in December. 

But Berge told Reuters in an 
interview that he would not be 
cutting interest rates again in his 
efforts to liven up the economy and 
cat the jobless queues before 
wage talks with trade unions next 
month. 

There was a chance of a further 
cut after tbe pay settlement “pro¬ 
viding... wage growth is below 
that in the countries we trade 
with,” he said. “That means that 
it must be clearly under four per 
cent” 


Annual pay negotiations have 
been a key element in the Labour 
gove rnme nt’s attempts to restore 
order to tin; economy. 

Huge pay rises in recent years 
boosted both domestic demand 
for goods and industry's costs, 
tutting its ability to compete. 
Then North Sea oil prices 
slumped in 1986 in a worldwide 
glut. 

Last year, the government im¬ 
posed a wage law that virtually 
froze pay. The law, accepted by 
the unions, lasts until March. 

“Our assessment is that the 
economic development has been 
very positive,” Berge said. In 
1986 when the minority Labour 
government came to power “we 
believed we faced the most com¬ 
prehensive restructuring opera¬ 
tion in Norway since the war.” 

Inflation has now fallen to be¬ 
low six per cent. The December 
trade surplus was worth around 
$220 million. Interest rates are 


down from record levels and oil 
prices are up around 40 per cent 
since last autumn. 

But Beige said: "What we still . 
need to do is to get sufficient, '. 
broad growth in competitive in- * 
dustries.” , 

Large parts of Norwegian in¬ 
dustry have in the past received 
extensive state subsidies aimed at / 
maintaining full employment. 
But the government has . 
announced cuts in subsidies this ^ 
year. 

Labour’s squeeze on the eco-', 
Qomy has increased unemploy¬ 
ment to 3.5 per cent of the 
workforce, its highest in four.. 
years. 

Unemployment “is our great . 
worry at the moment,” Berge 
said. “Bnt there is... no alternative 
other than to keep a cool head . 
and take the time necessary to get 
resources, capital and labour into 
the competitive sector of the eco¬ 
nomy.” 


Nigeria opens industry to foreigners 


LAGOS (R) — Nigeria’s Presi¬ 
dent Ibrahim Babangida has 
announced that wide areas of 
manufacturing industry were 
being opened to 100 per cent 
foreign ownership. 

In a speech, Babangida said the 
new policy was aimed at attract¬ 
ing investment and encouraging 
the private sector to take the lead 
in building up the economy. 

“What accrued from past poli¬ 
cies that involved government’s 
huge investment were white 
elephant projects that could 
□either yield revenue nor pay 
their way,” he declared. 

The old policies were responsi¬ 
ble for unemployment, ^de¬ 
velopment and shortages of raw 
materials, he added. 

Babangida announced a major 
change in the country's enter¬ 
prises promotion decree, which 


restricted foreign investment in 
broad areas of Nigerian business 
to a 40 per cent stake. 

A wide range of businesses 
were now open to unlimi ted fore¬ 
ign involvement, and a foreigner 
putting up 20 miltion naira ($2.9 
million) or more would be free to 
operate in restricted areas involv¬ 
ing the small manufacturing, 
commercial and service sectors. 

But the 40 per cent limit will 
remain in the banking, insurance, 
petroleum prospecting and min¬ 
ing industries. 

“This is a quite dramatic new 
development," said Rasheed 
Gbadamosi, chairman of the 
National Industrial Development 
Bank. 

“Major manufacturing areas 
like petrochemicals, car manufac¬ 
turing and computers are now 
wide open for foreign investment. 


It is an excellent move, partkm- • 
larly seen in conjunction with tbe ■ 
government's privatisation 
plans,” he noted. 

The government’s privatisation 
programme is due to kick off this 
month with the offer for sale of ■; 
most of its 7.8 million shares in 
flour mills of Nigeria Ltd. 

One fifth of its 60 per cent' 
share in African Petroleum 
should follow soon under the plan ' 
to totally privatise 67 companies' 
and partially privatise a further 25 ' 
by the end of 1991. 

Babangida said Nigeria Air¬ 
ways, the Nigerian Railways Cor¬ 
poration and the Nigeria Electric¬ 
al Power Authority (NEPA) were : 
among those which seemed to - 
have lost sight of their potential, - 
but there was no plan to hive 
these off to private enterprise. 


Arab ministers open talks on 
food security, locust threat 




DAMASCUS (R) — Arab agri¬ 
culture ministers met in the Sy¬ 
rian capita] Monday to discuss the 
locust threat and ways of reduc¬ 
ing dependence on imported 
food. 

Hassan Fahmi Jum'a, director- 
general of the Arab Organisation 
for Agriculture and Development 
(AOAD), called for the estab¬ 
lishment of an Arab fond to 
combat locusts and counter the 
consequences of floods. 

“The invasion of locusts will 
pose a destructive threat to Arab 
countries in coming years if no 
joint Arab action is adopted," 
Jum'a said. 

Locusts have invaded Saudi 
Arabia, Jordan and some Gulf 
states since spreading from Africa 
where they caused widespread 
devastation of crops last year. 

But Jum'a said the most serious 
problem faring the Arab nation 
I was failure to achieve food self- 
sufficiency. A study distributed at 
the meeting said Arab countries 
could feed themselves if re¬ 
sources were used properly. 

Syrian Prime Minister 
Mahmoud Zu’bi, speaking at the 
opening ceremony, called for 
more investment in agriculture, 
saying Arabs were sending their 
money abroad instead of provid¬ 
ing the capital needed for self- 

Israeli inflation 
reaches 16.4% 

TEL AVIV (AP) — The consum¬ 
er price index rose by 0.5 per cent 
in December, bringing Israel’s 
annual inflation rate in 1988 to 
16.4 percent, the Central Bureau 
of Statistics announced Sunday. 

The government-run bureau 
said inflation in 1988 was 0.3 per 
cent higher than the annual 1987 
inflation. 

The consumer price index mea¬ 
sures changes in the prices of a 
constant basket of goods and 
services. 

A spokesman for the bureau, 
however, stressed that the infla¬ 
tion did not reflect economic me¬ 
asures linked to the austerity 
programme unveiled last month 
by Finance Minister Shimon 
Peres. 

“We must emphasise that the 
consumer price index figure does 
not include the devaluations, the 
cuts in subsidies and the price 
changes caused by these mea¬ 
sures,” the official said. 

Israel radio said inflation in 
January may reach five or even 
six per cent. 

The programme devised by 
Peres is aimed at cutting inflation 
and ‘Stimulating exports and eco¬ 
nomic growth. It envisages a 1.1 
billion Shekel ($611 million) cut in 
government spending. 

The government has devalued 
the shekel about 13 per cent 
against the U.S. dollar since midr 
December and made deep cuts in 
subsidies for food and public 
transportation, where prices in¬ 
creased as much as 20 per cent. 


sufficiency in food. 

The AOAD released figures 
showing that Arab countries, 
with a total population estimated 
at 193.4 million in 1985, were 
falling behind in food production. 

It said cereal production rose 
just 1.4 per cent from-1979 to 


1985 while the figure for the rest 
of tbe Third World was 3.45 per 
cent. 

Arab wheat production in 1985 
met only 42 per cent of local 
demand, compared with 90 per 
cent in 1972, the organisation 
said. « 


AMMAN EXCHANGE RATES 


Monday, Jan. 16, 1989 
Central Bank official rates 


U.S. doDar 
pound Settling 
Dccufschcmark 
Swiss franc 


Bay 

Sea 

Freocfa franc 

77.2 

77.6 



Japanese yen (lor 100) 

381.8 

383.7 

486.0 

488.0 

Dutch guilder 

233.2 

234.4 

859.4 

863.7 

Swedish crown 

77.1 

773 

263.2 

264.5 

Italian lira (for 100) 

35.9 

36.1 

308.7 

310.2 

Belgian franc (for 10) 

125.6 

126.2 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 

LONDON (R) — Following are tbe buying and selling rates for 
■ leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at midday on 
the London foreign exchange and bullion markets Monday. 


One Sterling 
One U.S. dollar 


One ounce of gold 


1.7615/25 

1.1987/97 

1.8535/45 

2.0920/30 

1.5820/30 

38.81/84 

6.3200/50 

1358/1359 

127.65/75 

6.3110/60 

6.7325/75 

7.1730/80 

401.50/401.90 


U.S. dollar 
Canadian dollar 
Deutscfaemarks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns • 
U.S. dollars 


WORLD STOCK MARKETS 


SYDNEY — The market closed lower largely on gloomy forecasts 
about Australian and U.S. trade figures due to be announced this 
L512 2 V ° ,Urae ^ thin ' ^ AU 0rdinaries index lost 5.8 to 

TOKYO — Market dosed for national holiday. 

HONG KONG — The market consolidated gains of last week but 
12 69 tofg56 67 ^ ^ ^ Se“S ‘ ndex «**:. 

SINGAPORE — Prices were firmer on strong buying interest and 
one analyst said further rises were likely. The Straits Times 
industrial index rose 8.72 to 1,107.91. 

BOMBAY — Concerted buying by state-owned financial institu¬ 
tions helped shares gain ground in cautious trading. There was 
little other support as the market kept to thesi defines to await 
results of elections in three Indian states. 

FRANKFURT The dollar’s sharp rise to around 1.85 marks 
revived market fears inflation was rising and could promptJrieher. 

rat «- The real time 30-share DAX fodexdcsed 
at 1,344,11, 9.14 points'down.-.” 

ZU ? ICH Jr S 2 riiss shares closed steady to lower in-feirZy moderate 
trading. The firmer dollar and higher dose on Wall Street had 
httte impact on &e market. The all-share Swiss index was virtually 
unchanged at 975.2. ------ - - 


Eqmties were off highs r^dwd 
in late trading, with low vnlnmr m<j .Ji' ._ 
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..-ROTTERpAML^AP) -—.Brazil 
has' won the inaugural world 
chain pfonship_ of mdoor soccer, a' 
tribute to its tradition of produc¬ 
ing skilled players who xteed tittle 
space to work wonders'.with-a 
soccer balL ' 

Brazil's. 2-1 victory oyer the 
Netherlands in Sunday's final also 
capped soccers first major effort 
to promote its pocketbook ver- 
sabu of die' game.. 

L Biitt die results of the 11-day 
inVitatronaT were far from per¬ 
fect: skills were often seconde¬ 
rate, negative tactics proved re¬ 
warding and the crowds were 
small and un enthusiastic. 

The 7.000-capacity Ahoy Hall 
in Rotterdam was far from full for 
a filial match featuring the home 
team, the Netherlands. In the 
second round, crowds were as 
small as 300. 

“The first thing this sport has 
to do is create its stars and its 
fans," said Goido Tognoni, 
spokesman for FIFA, the gov¬ 
erning body of world soccer 
which organised the tournament. 

If FIFA, formally known as the 
Interna tionai Federation of Foot¬ 
ball Associations, is looking for a 


team'to,serve as indoor soccer's 
role model, it need look no 
longer. 

Brazil .entertained the crowd 
with sharp individual skills and 
smooth team play to produce the 
goals when they needed them the 
most. 

“We won wifi) typical Brazilian 
soccer," said captain Raul, who 
decided the final with a late vol¬ 
ley goal.. 

With the sides still level four 
minutes from time, Raul plucked 
a loose ball from the air, control¬ 
led irwith his chest and scored 
with -a thundering left-foot volley 
to give Brazil the title. 

• "This is the “first world trophy 
for Brazilian soccer since 1970." 
when the intricate dulls of Pele 
and Jairianho led Brazil to the 
World Cup in Mexico, he said. 

But the two championships are 
worlds apart. 

Indoor soccer is a minor sport 
in most nations. Teams are made 
up mostly of failed outdoor 
players. 

Even in Brazil, it still is a sport 
of amateurs. "We hope we can ail 
become professionals now," said 
Raul. 


Maradona pans military 


RIO DE JANEIRO (AP) — 
Popular Argentine soccer scar 
Maradona stepped onto the poli¬ 
tical field Sunday, just months 
before, presidential elections, by 
criticising Argentine rebels and 
politicians but backing.President 
Raul Aifonsin. 

Diego Armando Maradona, 
currently playing- with Italy’s 
Napoli soccer club, told Brazil’s 
lag est weekly news magazine, 
Veja: “In my country, politics 
have been used against the peo¬ 
ple. I am tired of hearing political 
promises and not see any impor- 




taut realisation of them." * 

Maradona said the Argentine 
people were “tired" of the milit¬ 
ary rebels, known as the "painted 
faces" because of their use of 
camouflage. 

The rebels have led uprising 
against the government led by 
Aifonsin. . . 

Maradona told the magazine 
be thought Aifonsin has handled 
the military uprising “satisfac¬ 
torily." 

“He was given a ruined na¬ 
tion," Maradona said, referring 
to Affonsin's first electoral vic¬ 
tory in 1983. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


BY CHARLES GOREN 
AND OMAR SHARIF 


MORE THAN ENOUGH! 


Both vulnerable. South deals. 
NORTH 

* A 10 5 4 
7 A 765 
•7 6 5 3 

* 75 

WEST EAST 

♦ 32 ♦ J 98 

SLKJ-7i.JM.8 2 ^ 

v, 4 2 : * JJ0 9 7 -■« 

* K J 986 4 2* 10 3 

SOUTH 

* K Q 7 6 
?QI3 

> A K Q 8 

* A Q 
The bidding: 

South Wes! North East 

2 * Dbl Rdbl Pass 

Pass Pass 

Opening, lead: Three of * 
Bidding at'contract bridge is de¬ 
signed primarily to locate an eight- 
card major-suit fit. While there are 
limes when a 4-3 fit proves ade¬ 
quate for game, usually, if you 
don't have a major fit, you invest i- 
gate the possibilities at no trump 
and, as a last resort, a minor suit 
contract. But once in a while you 
find a strange trump suit, like this 
one from a recent pur event. 

South's two-dub opening bid 
was artificial and strong, and West's 


double, especially at this vulnerabil¬ 
ity, was naive—it was highly unlike¬ 
ly that his side had a profitable 

minor-suit sacrifice with his broken 
suit.. By partnership agreement. 
North's redouble showed a bal¬ 
anced hand with, values, and South 
„derided, that hr .would rake his, 
cjt^iansesjit. that coptpiPti - 

There was little to the play. De¬ 
clarer won the opening spade lead in 
hand, cashed two high diamonds 
and the ace of spades, then tried a 
third round of diamonds. West 
ruffed and exited with a low heart. 
Declarer ducked that round to h is 
jack, cashed the ace and tried a third 
spade. West ruffed and was forced 
to lead a trump into declarer’s ma¬ 
jor letiace, so South ended up with 
eight tricks and a duplicate score of 
760. (In tournament competition, 
the redoubled insult bonus is now 
worth 100 points.) 

That turned out to be an absolute 
top. Left to their own devices. all 
the North-South pain ended in a 
spade contract, making 11 tricks. 
Those that bid a slam were down 
one; the others scored 650. 

Now we are not suggesting that 
you should embrace 2-2 trump fiu, 
hut occasionally ... 


THE BETTER HALF 


By Harris 





“The checkbook — it’s one of those 
books I just can’t put down 
until it’s finished.” 
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THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
g by Henri Arnold and Boh Lee 


SULLK 

L_ 


ZD 

□ 

□ 


UNPOWT 


□ 

znz 

zc 


RIDOLF 


I kW. LW. ■ 


Print answer here: 



SPORTS IN BRIEF 


Thai keeps WBA title with early knockdown 

BANGKOK (R) — Thailand's Kaosai Gaiaxy retained his World 
Boxing Association junior-bantamweight title Sunday when he 
stopped South Korean challenger Chang Tae-Il two minutes into 
the second round. The 31-year-old champion floored Chang with 
a powerful left to the jaw to make short work of his ninth defence 
of the title he won in November 1984. Japanese referee Asao 
Kazanobu stopped counting as a wobbly Chang to his feet after 
lying prone on the canvas for several seconds. 

Kenyan wins Houston marathon. 

HOUSTON (R) — Spectators waving the flag of his native 
country spurred Kenyan Richard Kaitany to victory in a course 
record two hours ten minutes and four seconds at the Houston 
marathon Sunday. “I felt tired when the race started, but when I 
saw some people from my country waving ray national flag it gave 
me strength,” Kaitany said after the race run in dense fog. Briton 
Kenny Stuart finished second in 2j 11:36 and American Don 
Janicki came in third in 2:11:58. 

Spurs’ star transfer makes disastrous start 

LONDON (R) — Norwegian goalkeeper Erik Tborstvedr made a 
nightmare debut for Tottenham Sunday. The $650,000 signing 
from Sweden’s Gothenburg let the ball slip through his grasp as 
Iris new side crashed 2-1 at home to English soccer championship 
opponents Nottingham Forest. Tfaorstvedt, capped 51 times by his 
country, presented Forest with their second goal when he fumbled 
Nigel Clough's 33rd minute shoL A minute earlier Gary Parker 
had thundered the opening goal past him off a post. 

Bengals arrive in Miami and go to work 

MIAMI (R) — The American Football Conference champion 
Cincinnati Beugals arrived in Miami Sunday and wasted no time 
in beginning preparation for their Super Bowl XXIII meeting with 
the San Francisco 49ers January 22 Shortly after their arrival 
from cold Cincinnati, head coach Sam Wyche took his team out to 
the Miami Dolphins’ practice field and put his Bengals through an 
intensive workout for nearly two hours in 26’C heat. “I want them 
to be tired like they played a Sunday game." Wyche told 
reporters. "Our practice today will leave them breathing heavy 
and sweat a lot, just as if they played a Sunday game. “I want 
them to get used to the heat," Wyche explained. “We’ve been 
practising in cold weather for six or seven weeks." 

Lazarone to take over as Brazil’s coach 

RIO DE JANEIRO (R) — Sebastiao Lazarone has accepted an 
invitation to take over as Brazil’s national soccer coach, succeed¬ 
ing Carlos Alberto Silva, an official for the Brazilian Football 
Association (CBF) said Sunday. "We first invited Carlos Alberto 
Parreira, who is working in the United Arab Emirates. He said he 
could not accept it. So we decided to invite Lazarone, who is 
young, intelligent and daring, just like our coach should be," CBF 
vice-president Eurico Miranda said in a radio interview. Lazar¬ 
one, 38’ has bad a meteoric career since becoming a coach in 
1986. Under his command, Flamengo, in 1986, and Vasco Da 
Gama, in 1987 and 1988, won the Rio De Janeiro state 
championship. Last June, he signed a two-year contract with 
Saudi side A1 Ahli — an agreement that has now been terminated 
amicably, Lazarone said from Jeddah. Silva, whose contract with 
die CBF expired in December, was not available for comment. 
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GENERAL TENDENCIES: It is 
a good-humored day filled with 
friendly communications. Use this 
day to put variety into your life. 
Speculate, but put important finan¬ 
cial matters on hold for another 
day. 

ARIES (Mar. 2! to Apr. 191 Don’t 
waste time rehashing what has 
already been done. Remove the 
mental clutter that is holding you 
back. Look to the future. 

TAURUS (Apr. 20 to May 20) Ap¬ 
proach relationships for what they 
are and not what you expect them 
Co be. This could be a lively period 
for love and friendship. 

GEMINI IMay 21 to June 21) 
What you think is a good plan or 
idea may have some flaws. One way 
or another you may have to work 
extra hard to get results. 

MOON CHILDREN (June 22 to 
Jul. 21} When someone you care 
about doesn't understand you may 
want to pull out and run. Control 
angry impulsive responses. 

LEO (JuL 22 to Aug. 21) Bucking 
the system can bring more trouble 
than results. Just when you 
thought the confusion was over, 
here it is again. Relax. 

VIRGO (Aug. 22 to Sept. 22) Ap¬ 
preciation of the arts and music can 


stimulate your day and cheer you 
up. Exercise can be helpful in 
eliminating insomnia. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23 to OcL 22) 
Avoid spending money on items 
that wifi soon be forgoLtem A 

marital situation can be stimulating 
if you demonstrate your feelings. 

SCORPIO (OcL 23 to Nov. 21) 
The silent treatment can give the 
impression that you don't cars. 
Speak to your romantic partner 
openly. Use tolerant discretion. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec. 
2]) A moody loved one has you 
wondering where you stand. Weigh 
what you say or do. Words can be 
helpful or destructive. 

CAPRICORN (Dee. 22 to Jan. 20) 
Two heads are better than one at 
the workplace only if you consider 
both opinions. Consult others and 
lay out important plans. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 to Feb. 19) 
Your generous mood and 

wntage^lus^cautkm* in forming a 
relationship. 

PISCES (Feb. 20 to Mar. 20) 
Appreciation of beauty and har¬ 
mony will be with you today. Uae 
caution not to stretch the bank ac¬ 
count when shopping. 


Now arrange the ended, letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug¬ 
gested by the about cartoon. 


Vaster day’s I jLffnWes: LOONY ^ *****? - 0RPHAN GUITAR' 

J Answer. Why they fount! the nudist camp so boring— 
: ■ ■ NOTHING . WENT ON - 


THE Daily Crossword bv Harold B. Counts 


ACROSS 
1 Eccentric 


4 Nipa palm 
loaves 
9 Melt 

13 “— for All 
Seasons”- 
15 Detecting 


16 Italia capital 

17 Debauchee 

18 Shinto temple 
gateway - 

IS Leprechaun 
land 

20 Genuine (with 
37 A) 

23 Integument 


ill 




28 “Blood” ol the 
gods 

33 Play parts 

37 See 2DA 

40 — Cologne 

41 Weeds 

!!■■■ 

!!■■■ 

Hill 

*■■■■ 

ann 

mmm 

mmu 

mu 

44 Courtyard 

45 Amaz 

48 Old card 

•• >BBS ireuna Med* Semxa. Inc ■ 

• Wl n.gnn Reserved 

Yesterday's Puzzle Solved: 


47 Office walker 

48 Finale 
50 Gone 
54 — nous 

59 Looks lovingly 

65 Land mass 

66 Rocket probe 

67 Tkna periods. 

68 Fasting period 

69 Eat into 

70 Be foolish 

71 Shavers 

72 Belt 

73 Loose 


1 Jeweler's 


9 Playing card 

10 Romanian 
dance 

11 Moslem prince 

12 Baton 

.14 Salamander 

21 Scull 

22 See you later 

28 Steep 

27. Wren or hen 

29 Vehicles 

30 Shell 

31 Gr. thealers 

32 Remainder 


nnciman nnn non 
nnonmna nna ana 
□□□naaannnaaiana 
nnnnn ruiaan 
anna anona nnnn 
□bo onnnra nnnnn 
nnnraa nnnnna 
□nnnannonaa 
nnn^oa onnao 
anting nanaa on a 
□□□n nnnaa oonn 
nnnon ononn 
nnaaaannagaaaaia 
non nnn mnoonno 
nan nnm onaana 


Australian Open first round 


Wilartder stumbles, Leconte falls 


P.W. Botha 
unexpected 
guest on 
opening day 


MELBOURNE (R)—About 30 
people demonstrated against 
apartheid in South Africa at the 
Australian Open tennis cham¬ 
pionships Monday. 

They targeted Sooth African 
player NeO Broad, charging on 
to court 11 where he was play¬ 
ing CyrM Suk of Czechoslova¬ 
kia after the two players M 
finished warming up. 

Carrying a large banner 
reading “South Africans out" 
and an effigy of Sooth African 
president P.W. Botha, they 
rhanM anti-apartbeid slogans 
before being escorted off the 

COUrt and OUt Of the national 
tennis centre by police. 

The demonstration was less 
effective than one mounted last 
year against tben-Wimbledon 
champion Pat Cash of Austra¬ 
lia when black-painted tennis 
balls were thrown on to centre 
court , halting Cash's first- 
round match. 

Cash bad won the Smith 
African Open in Johannesburg 
the previous November. 

Open organisers tennis Au¬ 
stralia had agreed verbally with 
anti-apartheid groups that they 
could protest peacefully at this 
year's championships. - 

Tennis Australia president 
Brid an Tobin said in a state¬ 
ment later: “I am appalled by 
the behaviour of the demon¬ 
strators which delayed the start 
of the match for np to five 
minutes. 

“The disturbance obviously 
upset the two players who were 
merely trying to do their best as 
professionals in a major inter¬ 
national tennis tournament. 

“I apologise to them for what 
has been a blemish on the good 
name of this year’s Open.” 


. .r.-.j ;.. 


MELBOURNE (R) — Defending champion Mats 
Wilander, looking anything bnt the world number 
one, rode his luck to defeat fellow Swede Tobias 
Svantesson in five sets In the first round of the 
Australian Open Monday. 


Wilander scraped through 6-3, 
2-6. 7-5, 5-7. 6-3 in a lacklustre 
performance riddled with un¬ 
forced errors from the normally 
metronomic three-time cham¬ 
pion. 

But sixth seed Henri Leconte, 
overweight and mentally ex¬ 
hausted, bad no second chance 
against Sweden's Jan Gunnar- 
sonn, going down 6-4. 6-3. 6-2 in 
probably his worst performance 
in a grand slam tournament. 

Leconte, often called the mus¬ 
keteer of French tennis because 
of his dashing style, was totally 
bereft of ideas and movement 
against Gunnarsson who had to 
play at little more than practice 
game pace to defeat the 1988 
French open finalist. 

Like Leconte West Germany’s 
Sylvia Hanika. seeded 11 in the 
women’s competition, paid the 
price for playing too much tennis 
lately and collapsed 6-3, 6-1 
against Elise Burgin of the U.S. 
on the opening day of the first 
Grand Slam tournament of 1989. 

Wilander, playing his first com¬ 
petitive match since his shock loss 
to Cari-Uwe Steeb in the Davis 
Cup final last month, admitted he 
had been finding it hard to moti¬ 
vate himself after winning three 
grand slam titles in 1988. 

Svantesson almost upset his 
calculations with good length 
attacking shots on both flanks 
which had the normally unflapp¬ 
able Wilander at breaking point. 

Wilander took the first set 
comfortably enough but 
appeared increasingly leaden¬ 
footed compared with his enthu¬ 
siastic opponent as the match 
progressed. 

Svantesson, ranked 100 in the 
world, took the second set 6-2 
and ooly lost the third after a 
disputed line-call. 

He appeared to hit a perfectly 
good forehand into the backhand 
corner on set point against him 
only to have it called out. The 
umpire ruled the point be played 
again and Wilander this time 
made no mistake. 


Svantesson bravely clawed his 
way back to 2-2 but his resistance 
was finally broken in the final set 
as Wilander finally hit something 
near his best form. 

Leconte never looked like 
avoiding his second consecutive 
first round defeat by a Swede — 
Peter Lundgren beat him in last 
week's New South Wales Open 
— once he lost the first set on 
hot, blustery court two. 

Leconte told journalists he 
needed a break from the game 
after an extremely tough 1988. 

“I have no condition, no feel¬ 
ing for the ball — I'm not happy 
with the way I’m playing,” 
Leconte said later. 

“I feel mentally tired of the 
game ... I’ve played 13 weeks in a 
row, jumping from plane to 
plane, ail those destinations. I 
knew one day I was going to be 
tired. 

Gunnarsson, ranked 84 in the 
world, was pleased to have taken 
advantage of Leconte’s off-day to 
record his best victory since beat¬ 
ing Wilander in Philadelphia in 
1987. 

“Maybe he wasn't playing so 
good but it's still good to win in 
three sets against the number 
nine in the world," said Gunnars¬ 
son. “He was returning pretty 
badly and J got a lot of easy 
points on my serve.” 

Leconte’s defeat was the worst 
result of a bad day for French 
players with Guy Forget losing to 
Mark Kratzmann of Australia 
and Thierry Tulasne retiring with 
stomach problems when two sets 
down to Heiner Moraing of West 
Germany. 

Hanika blamed her defeat on 
coming to Australia for the Fed¬ 
eration Cup and then returning 
within a month for the Open. 

“The Federation Cup took a 
lot out of me. My training went 
well but I noticed immediately I 
got here that I had great prob¬ 
lems concentrating and my men¬ 
tal freshness was missing," said 
Hanika. 


fans demand 
great things 

from hero 
Shuzo 


MELBOURNE (AP) — Rising 
Japanese tennis star Shuzo 
Matsnoka is heading into the 
Australian Open championship 
determined to shut out the 
pressures of public expectation. 

Malsuoka, 21, from Tokyo, 
plays Sweden's Johan Carlsson 
in the first round of the 2.4- 
.-dollar Grand Shun 
event, which started at the 
National Tennis Centre in this 
city Monday. 

His nation's number one 
player, Malsuoka has soared 
up the Association of Tennis 
Professionals rankings to No. 
64. Going into the 1988 Austra¬ 
lian Open twelve months ago, 
where he was beaten in the first 
round as a qualifier, Matsnoka 
was world ranked 264. 

Responsible for a tennis re¬ 
surgence in Japan, he also is 
expected to win on almost every 
occasion he takes the court. 

“I don’t worry too much 
about it,” said Malsuoka Mon¬ 
day. “I know everyone at home 
is willing me to win, hot 1 just 
go out and try to do my best. 

“I hope that my success will 
convince other Japanese play¬ 
ers they can do well on the 
circuit, just tike Bjorn Borg led 
the way in Sweden. 

“Right now, most Japanese 
players just stay at home. They 
can make lots of money there 
and they feel safer. It's a more 
easy life,” he said. 

Malsuoka, who plans to play 
20 Internationa] tournaments, 
including his first Wimbledon, 
this coming year, said his rank¬ 
ings climb had surprised him. 

“I thought that if I icould 
m a k e the top 100 this year then 
it would be good,” said Mat- 
snoka, who is working hard to 
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NHL Standings 


NEW YORK (R) — Standing of National Hockey League teams after 
games Sunday: 

Wales Conference 

Patrick Drvisiou 


Hartford Whalers 
Quebec Nordiques 


17 22 3 

13 27 6 

Campbell Conference 
Norris Division 



W 

L 

T 

PTS 

GF 

GA 

Washington Capitals 

24 

16 

7 

55 

170 

152 

Pittsburgh Penguins 

25 

15 

4 

54 

206 

183 

New York Rangers 

23 

15 

7 

53 

180 

161 

Philadelphia Flyers 

24 

21 

T 

50 

185 

163 

New Jersey Devils 

17 

-21 

7 

41 

154 

J80 

New York Islanders 

12 

29 

2 

26 

131 

181 


Adams Division 





Montreal Cana die ns 

31 

11 

6 

68 

184 

137 

Boston Bruins 

18 

18 

10 

46 

152 

145 

Buffalo Sabres 

19 

21 

5 

43 

159 

172 


Detroit Red Wings 
St. Louis Blues 
Minnesota North Stars 
Toronto Maple Leafs 
Chicago Black Hawks 


Calgary Flames 
Los Angeles Kings 
Edmonton Oilers 
Winnipeg Jets 
Vancouver Canucks 


21 16 

15 21 

14 22 

15 27 

12 26 

Smytbe Division 

28 10 

27 15 

23 18 

16 17 

17 23 


37 

151 

152 

32 

154 

208 

50 

177 

170 

37 

147 

159 

36 

141 

163 

33 

138 

190 

30 

165 

200 

63 

188 

129 

57 

238 

187 

50 

195 

168 

41 

166 

176 

40 

143 

148 


Peanuts 


WHEN YOU GET TO THE 
MEETING, SPEAK U ?\ POn'T 
BE AFRAlP TO. RUFFLE A 
FEU) FEATHERS;.. 





50MEBOPV 
BEAT YOU TO 
IT.HUH? J 



Mutt‘n’ Jeff 



Andy Capp 
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World News 


Koreas agree to 


N.&S^OREA 


high-level talks 


SEOUL. South Korea (AP) — 
North Korea agreed Monday to 
South Korea’s proposal to hold 
the highest-ranking political and 
’ military talks on easing their 
tense relations since the Korean 
War. 

North Korean Prime Minister 
Yon Hyung Muk, in a letter to his 
South Korean counterpart. Kang 
Young-Hoon, agreed to the 
South's proposal that they should 
head their respective delegations 
at talks to be held alternately in 
the two capitals. 

“The North and South must 
ease the tension, remove the 
danger of war and provide a 
reliable precondition for peaceful 
reunification as soon as possi¬ 
ble.” Yon said in a letter deli¬ 
vered at the Panmunjom truce 
site. 

Yon proposed a meeting at 
Panmunjom Feb. S, headed by 
vice ministers to work out terms 
for full-scale talks. No date was 
mentioned for the main talks, and 
the two sides are expected to face 
problems on agreeing on terms. 


Yon repeated the North’s de¬ 
mand for separate three-way talks 
with South Korea and the United 
States on reducing tension on the 
divided peninsula. He also de¬ 
manded an end to the annual 
South Korea-U.S. “team spirit” 
military exercises. 

“It is obvious to everyone that 
the North and South cannot fun¬ 
damentally resolve the question 
of peace by setting aside the 
United States, which is the party 
responsible for the aggravation of 
tension.” the letter said. 

South Korea and the United 
States have rejected the North’s 
demands for separate talks in¬ 
volving the United States, on the 
grounds that negotiations should 
be between the two Koreas. Ab¬ 
out 42.000 U.S. troops are based 
in the South under a mutual 
defence treaty against the North. 

South Korea agreed last month 
to the North's initial call for 
high-level political and military 
tafks on reducing tension. Seoul 
also proposed the prime ministers 
head the delegations to make the 



talks the highest since the Korean 
War. 

South Korea's leader is Presi¬ 
dent Roh Tae-Woo and North 
Korea is led by President Kim II 
Sung 

While agreeing to upgrade 
talks to the prime ministerial 
level, the North's letter rejected 
the South's proposal for separate 
economic and Red Cross huma¬ 
nitarian talks. It said economic 
issues could be resolved once the 
political issues were resolved, and 
that Red Cross talks were outside 
any official control. 


Belgium launches inquiry 
into ex-premier’s abduction 


BRUSSELS (R) — Belgian 
police launched a major kidnap 
inquiry to find former prime 
minister Paul Vanden Boeynants 
who was apparently abducted 
from a basement garage at his 
Brussels home at the weekend. 

Government officials said Van¬ 
den Boeynants. a Christian 
Democrat, had been worried ab¬ 
out recent threats against him. 
They confirmed that Interior 
Minister Louis Tobback had 
agreed to see him Monday. 

“Kidnapping is still the most 
probable theory,” chief investiga¬ 
tor Andre van Doren told repor¬ 
ters. 

Anonymous callers claimed the 
abduction in the name of the 


Socialist Revolutionary Brigades 
(RPT Brigades) (BSR), a group 
hitherto unheard of in a country 
largely free of urban guerrilla 
activity. 

Van Doren said the calls were 
received before news of the dis¬ 
appearance was made public. 

Vanden Boeynants, 69, who 
made a fortune in the meat indus¬ 
try and in property and served 
twice as prime minister, dis¬ 
appeared Saturday night after 
parking his car in a garage at the 
apartment block where he lived. 

At the scene, police found one 
of his shoes as well as the pipe 
and hearing aid which were hall¬ 
marks of the flamboyant politi¬ 
cian. 


Van Doren said he needed 
regular doses of medication for a 
heart condition that worsened 
under stress. 


A sleek, well-groomed figure, 
Vanden Boeynants — known 
simply as VDB — headed gov¬ 
ernments from 1966-68 and 1978- 
79 but his political career crashed 
spectacularly in 1986 when he was 
convicted of tax fraud and given a 
three-year suspended sentence. 


But the tenacious way he 
fought the case, recalling the ta¬ 
lents that helped him to the top of 
politics, assured him continuing 
public popularity and he scored a 
notable victory in local elections 
in Brussels last October. 


Review of U.S. policy among 


first tasks for new president 


WASHINGTON (AP) - 
George Bush's foreign policy 
team plans a sweeping review of 
U.S. strategic interests to key on 
changes in the Soviet Union and 
cope with economic competition 
from other countries, according 
to top aides. 

Bush, who becomes president 
Jan. 20. has S3id that such a 
review would delay the resump¬ 
tion of arms talks with the Soviets 
from their Feb. 15 date. And the 
review is expected to change the 
Defence Department budget that 
President Ronald Reagan sent to 
Capitol Hill this month. 

Senior Bush aides, interviewed 
on condition of anonymity, said 
the goal is not a radical shift in 


U.S.-Soviet relations or in Amer¬ 
ican strategic forces. 

Rather, the Bush team wants 
to “do some long-range planning, 
to sort of look out ahead, to 
hypothesise the kind of world 
that we would like to see, and 
then to look at the kind of forces 
that are at work for or against 
that kind of world," said one man 
who has been named to a senior 


agua and end the leftist insurgen¬ 
cy against U.S.-backed El Salva¬ 
dor. then the Bush administration 
might ask Congress to resume 
military aid the contra guerrillas, 
who have been fighting Nicar¬ 
agua’s Sandinista government. 


post. 

Bush and his appointees also 
plan to seek a diplomatic solution 
in Central America, said a second 
senior foreign policy adviser to 
Bush. 


In the Middle East, the admi¬ 
nistration also will be seeking to 
determine whether an interna¬ 
tional peace <conference is possi¬ 
ble in the wake of statements by 
Palestine Liberation Organisa¬ 
tion (PLO) Chairman Yasser 
Arafat that he opposes the use of 
terrorism, said an aide. 


If the diplomatic effort fails to 
bring greater democracy to Nicar- 


U.S.-Soviet relations likely will 
occupy centre stage early in the 
new administration. 


History, revolution, folklore 


guide Managua 9 s postmen 


By Alister Doyle 

Reurer 


MANAGUA — Postmen in 
Managua do their rounds 
guided by a haze of history, 
revolution and folklore — 
which means the mail arrives 
erratically, if at all. 

The inhabitants abandoned 
the more usual postal system of 
named streets with numbered 
buildings after an earthquake 
flattened the capital and killed 
about 10.000 people in 1972- 

Now the haunts of old Man¬ 
agua — the bars, dance halls, 
restaurants and billiard rooms, 
even the gambling dens and 
the brothels — which were 
destroyed in the earthquake 
survive as wistful street 
addresses. 

The Red Conga, the Purple 
Turtle. Mama Sara, the Little 
Tree, the shootout and the 
Volga Delights are all promin¬ 
ent landmarks in Managua, 
even though they exist only in 
the memories of the old and 
the imaginations of the young. 

Other addresses include the 
Big Game, a bar wrecked in 
the earthquake where a weal¬ 
thy gambler lost his fortune 
one night, and the Little Tree, a 
restaurant also destroyed in 
1972 which survives "in the 
name of a downtown petrol 
station. 

For a long time, one of the 
landmarks for postmen was a fat 
lady who always seemed to sit 
outside her house in the Bolo- 
nia residential area. She be¬ 
came part of many nearby 
addresses after the earth¬ 
quake. She died a few years 
ago but her memory lived on in 
the addresses for a while. 

“We have no plans to 
change the current system,’* 
said Mario Lopez, deputy 
director of the Managua region 
postal service. 

“The postal system is an 
idiosyncrasy of the Nicaraguan 
people... we couldn't change it 
in 10 ,20 or 50 years. We would 


have to rebuild Managua 
first,'’ he said. 

The survival of old Man¬ 
agua's landmarks shows 
Nicaraguans have had little 
time or money to rebuild or 
relax in the turbulent 17 years 
since the earthquake. 

The 1979 Sandinista revolu¬ 
tion which toppled former dic¬ 
tator Auastasio Somoza was 
preceded by a bloody guerrilla 
conflict, and the economy is 
now in ruins after an eight-year 
war against U.S.-backed guer¬ 
rillas. 

“It’s a hard job.” said post¬ 
man Manuel Gonzalez, 26, 
walking on his rounds in cen¬ 
tral Managua. “Often it’s hard 
to find the houses, and the 
sun’s hot.” 

He said it took him about a 
month to leam his way around 
the central city area and he still 
frequently has to ask direc¬ 
tions. The Christmas delivery 
period, which he described as 
December and January, was 
especially hard. 

One of the most fondly re¬ 
membered spots in central 
Managua is a pile of rubble 
overgrown with weeds, on the 
corner where Los Balkanes bar 
used to be. 

"The addresses will re¬ 
main... you ask a child where 
Los Balkanes was and he’ll 
know,” said Gonzalez. Add¬ 
resses are given as instruc¬ 
tions from one of the land¬ 
marks. “Towards the lake” is 
north, "towards the mountain” 
is south, “up" is east, towards 
the sunrise, and “down" is 
west. 

The government has re¬ 
placed all place names linked 
to Somoza with names taken 
from the revolution and its 
heroes. But in some cases 
Somoza's memory lives on. 

His former residence, El Re¬ 
tiro, has been taken over by 
the National Sports Institute, 
but most Nicaraguans remem¬ 
ber it as Somoza’s house. 

The government has 


rationalised the city into 15 
postal zones and 42 sectors, 
and there is a yearly publicity 
drive to remind its one million 
people where they live, Lopez 
said. 

But every point in Mana¬ 
gua can be reached by giving 
directions from at least 15 well- 
known landmarks. 


“The address where we’re 
sitting now could be described 
from the Mexican embassy... 
the Vicky Supermarket... the 
Lacmiel restaurant or from 
where the Sandinista Chil¬ 
dren’s Association used to be,” 
he said. 

Some streets have been re¬ 
named and the house num¬ 
bered, but the numbers often 
do not follow a logical sequ¬ 
ence. 


Lopez estimated that less 
than five per cent of all mail 
was misdirected. 

In the main post office Car¬ 
men Fuentes sat puzzling over 
a telegram addressed “from 
where the la Pinata supermar¬ 
ket used to be”, as she looked 
through a pile of mail. 

“There’s no supermarket 
called la Pinata.” she said. 
“There never has been and 
there are no plans to build 
one.” 


Many people in Managua, 
apparently reluctant to trust 
the mail, prefer to deliver their 
own letters or rent a box in the 
main post office. 

The subsidised cost of send¬ 
ing a letter across the city is 
unlikely to be a disincentive. A 
stamp for a small letter costs 
four Cordobas, meaning 1,500 
letters can be sent for a dollar. 

Lopez said that Nicaraguans 
living abroad had exported the 
System of old landmark 
addresses. 

“Nicaraguans living in 
Miami don't use these addres¬ 
ses of avenue such-and-such.” 
he said. “They say 'from the 
white building', or ‘from hotel 
so-and-so. half a block west’.” 
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Peking, Hanoi seek political 
settlement in Kampuchea 


PEKING (AP) — China acknowledged Monday that 
a senior Vietnamese official was in Peking for 
“private consultations” on the civil war in Kam¬ 
puchea, an issue that has deeply divided the two 
communist nations for 10 years. 


“First deputy foreign minister 
of Vietnam, Dinh Nho Liem, 
arrived in Peking Jan. 14 for private 
consultations with Chinese Vice- 
Foreign Minister Liu Shuqing on 
a political settlement of the Kam¬ 
puchean question,” the foreign 
ministry said in a statement. 

The ministry declined com¬ 
ment on bow long Liem will stay 
or whether he will discuss other 
issues such as a dispute over 
South China Sea islands that led 
to several naval clashes between 
China and Vietnam last year. 

Eastern European sources said 
Liem's visit, the first by a high- 
ranking Vietnamese official in 
more than nine years, could pave 


the way for a meeting between 
Chinese Foreign Minister Qian 
Qichen and his Vietnamese coun¬ 
terpart, Nguyen Co Thacb. 

The Vietnamese embassy in 
Peking would say only that Liem 
will be talking about relations 
between the two countries and 
matters of mutual concern. 

China had stated it would not 
hold direct talks with Vietnam 
before Vietnam removes its 
troops from Kampuchea where 
they are fighting rebels backed by 
the Chinese. 

Liem’s arrival Saturday night 
was not reported by the Chinese 
news media and his welcoming 
venue was changed to Peking’s 


old airport, which is used for 
high-level diplomatic visits. The 
change was apparently an effort to 
keep foreign journalists, who had 
learned he was on a commercial 
flight from Bangkok, from cover¬ 
ing his arrival. 

Relations between Peking and 
Hanoi crumbled after Vietnam 
invaded Kampuchea in late 1978 
to drive the pro-Chinese Khmer 
Rouge from power. China fought 
a 20riay border war against Viet¬ 
nam in 1979 to “punish” the 
Vietnamese for their military ac¬ 
tions in Kampuchea. 

China is the main arms supplier 
to the Khmer Rouge and other 
rebels in Kampuchea. 

Foreign Minister Qian, at a 
news conference in Paris Satur¬ 
day, repeated China's stand that 
the Kampuchean fighting is the 
major obstacle blocking im¬ 
proved relations with Vietnam. 
He said Vietnam must take the 


its 


initiative By withdrawing 
troops as soon as possible. 

But in recent months, China 
has taken a more conciliatory 
stand on some aspects of th« 
Kampuchean conflict in an appa 
rent effort to expedite the peace 
process. 

Last August, China opened 
direct talk s with the Soviet Un¬ 
ion. Vietnam’s main financial 
supporter, on Kampuchea, and 
now says enough progress has 
been made to hold the first Sino- 
Soviet summit in 30 years. 

Before then, China said Mos¬ 
cow's backing of Vietnam 
occupation of Kampuchea was 
the main obstacle to nonnalisa 
tion of Sino-Soviet relations. 

China also has said it does not 
support allowing the Khmer 
Rouge to return to power 
Kampuchea. The KJimer Rouge 
were blamed for the deaths of 
one million Kampucheans 


King's 

birthday 

remembered 


NEW YORK (AP) — On Mon¬ 
day’s national holiday in bis hon¬ 
our, the Reverend Martin Luther 
King Junior was remembered 
from the pulpit by fellow clergy¬ 
men as a man whose Christian 
faith inspired a rebirth of 
freedom. 

King was hailed in sermons and 
speeches Sunday, the day the 
murdered civil rights leader 
would have turned 60. 

“It's oot just a one-day re¬ 
membrance, but we need to 
remember every day what he 
stood for and what he died for.” 
the Reverend Clay Evans, who 
worked with King, told worship¬ 
ers at fellowship baptist church 
in Chicago. “I think we have to 
make it not just a dream, and not 
just make it a hollow day... but a 
holy day.” 

king's widow. Coretta Scott 
King, delivered her annual com¬ 
memorative speech to 1.200 peo¬ 
ple crammed into Atlanta's his¬ 
toric Ebenezer Baptist Church, 
where King and his father were 
co-pastors. 

She urged President-elect 
George Bush to hold true to his 
call for “a kinder, gentler nation” 
by imposing strict sanctions 
against South Africa and provid¬ 
ing direct financial support to 
“black South Africans who bear 
the brunt of suffering in that 
troubled land.” 

Mrs. King urged Bush to “put 
behind the politics of the past” by 
addressing several issues during 
his terra of office: affordable 
housing, a stepped-up war on 



Martin Luther King 


drugs and racial violence, and the 
appointment of federal judges 
“who are as tough on discrimina¬ 
tion as they are on street crimes.” 

In a speech at a Harlem. New 
York, church to about 1.500 peo¬ 
ple, civil rights leader and former 
Democratic presidential candi¬ 
date Jesse Jackson said that too 
many young blacks have a mis¬ 
conceived notion of what their 
civil rights are. 

He chastised youngsters who 
take illegal drugs. 

“ThatIs a civil wrong. Dr. King 
did not die for your right to sniff 
cocaine and crack and heroin. 
Stay the dream. Don’t betray the 
dream." Jackson said. 

King, bom Jan. 15, 1929. was 
assassinated April 4, 1968, at age 
39 on the balcony of a motel in 
Memphis. Tennessee. His killer. 
James Earl Ray, is in prison. 

In 1983. after considerable de¬ 
bate. Congress approved creation 
of a holiday to honour King on 
the third Monday in January. It 
was the first holiday honouring a 
black American. The first official 
national celebration was held in 
1986. 


Ortega proposes 


pluralistic opening 


Origin of language 


may lie in Africa 


SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — A 
controversial researcher specu¬ 
lates that the human capacity for 
language may come from a gene¬ 
tic mutation that occurred in a 
woman who lived in Africa about 
200,000 years ago. 

Her descendants went on to 
colonise Europe and Asia, 
perhaps aided by an ability to 
speak that had not yet appeared 
in humans in those areas, said 
Allan C. Wilson, a biochemist at 
the University of California. 

Wilson's conjectures are based 
on exhaustive comparisons of 
genetic material from people 
around the world. 

Two years ago. Wilson 
attracted the interest of scientists 
and the public when he concluded 
that all humans are descendants 
of a woman in Africa. 

Wilson said the woman was not 
the only female alive at the time, 
but that the descendants of others 
did not survive: 


In a talk at the American Asso¬ 
ciation for the Advancement of 
Science Sunday, Wilson said new 
evidence, including comparisons 
of human genetic materials with 
that of chimpanzees and apes, 
strongly confirm that finding. 


That assertion was strongly 
criticised by some anthropolog¬ 
ists. including Milford Wolpoff of 
the University of Michigan, who 
said evidence from fossils “clearly 
and unambiguously contradicts" 
it. 


To buttress his theory, Wilson 
puzzled over what might have 
caused early humans in Asia and 
Europe to have died out. leaving 
no descendants todav. 


He then became aware of re¬ 
search by Luigi Luca Cavalli- 
Sforza and colleagues at Stan¬ 
ford University that suggested 
that language emerged about the 
same time as modern humans 
evolved in Africa. 


MANAGUA (AP) — President 
Daniel Ortega, following a march 
by 5,000 opponents, said the San¬ 
dinista government plans to give 
the opposition greater political 
opportunities. 

Ortega also said in a speech 
Sunday that he would propose 
severe budget cuts and lay off 
about half of the government's 
80.000 administrative workers. 

The peaceful opposition de¬ 
monstration Sunday was called in 
memory of Pedro Joaquin Cha¬ 
morro. former publisher of the 
newspaper La Prensa, and to 
protest the leftist government’s 
economic management and poli¬ 
tical repression. 

The demonstration, organised 
by the Nicaraguan Democratic 
Coordinating Committee, united 
members of 14 opposition parties 
and several unions. 

“We hope to have more de¬ 
monstrations like this, more uni¬ 
ty. There's no reason we can't run 
a single candidate for president 
next year.” said Carlos Huembes. 
the coordinating committee’s 
president. 

The fragmented opposition 
parties “are united against the 
Sandinista government,” 
Huembes said. 

Ortega did riot refer directly to 
the demonstration or next year’s 
scheduled elections in a speech 
hours later to about 1.000 repre¬ 


sentatives of organisations that 
support the government. 

But he said sectors that oppose 
the government would be given a 
“pluralistic” opportunity. 

He said that those who have 
been “dreaming of Yankee in¬ 
tervention and the defeat of the 
revolution.” by forces backed by 
the United States, could “look 
for their democracy in Miami and 
stop enriching themselves in 
Nicaragua.” 

It was a sarcastic reference to 
the thousands of Nicaraguans 
who have fled the country in 
recent months, many to find 
themselves homeless in Miami or 
other parts of the United States. 

Ortega admitted Nicaragua's 
economic condition is “very cri¬ 
tical” and said the state's budget 
would have to be cut. 

He gave few specifics except to 
say the police budget would be 
protected but that massive layoffs 
would be required in most de¬ 
partments. Chi Dec. 31, Ortega 
had said he would cut the defence 
budget by 40 per cent. 

The opposition march was 
peaceful, and no incidents or 
arrests were reported. 

Demonstrators complained ab¬ 
out economic conditions, saying 
they were not earning enough 
money to pay for rice, eggs, beer 
or milk. 


Senior ANC leader 


gets lengthy sentence 


JOHANNESBURG (AP) — 
Three African National Congress 
(ANC) guerrillas, including one 
of the most senior ANC leaders 
tried in 25 years, were sentenced 
to lengthy prison terms Monday 
for treason and terrorism. 

A 20-year sentence for treason 
was imposed on the most promin¬ 
ent defendant. Ebrahim Ismail 
Ebrahim, 51, who was abducted 
from Swaziland in 1986 by men 
he said were South African 


agents. 

He has been described as the 
highest-ranking ANC official to 
go on trial since Nelson Mandela 
and several colleagues were given 
life prison sentences in 1964. 

One of Ebrahim's fellow defen¬ 
dants. Mandla Maseko, received 
a 23-year sentence for treason, 
and the other, Simon Dladla. 
received 12 years for terrorism. 
They were found guilty of laying 
landmines that injured eight peo¬ 
ple in Transvaal province in 1986. 

Ebrahim, who is of Indian des¬ 
cent, and his codefendants, 
who are black, turned toward 
supporters in the gallery at the 
Pretoria Supreme Court and gave 
denched-fist salutes before they 


were led away. 

The outlawed ANC is fighting 
to topple South Africa's govern¬ 
ment and overturn the country's 
policies of radal segregation. 

The men were convicted in 
November after a 16-month trial. 
At one stage last year, three 
memberc of the ANC's executive 
committee — who faced arrest in 
South Africa — gave evidence for 
the defence at a court session 
held in London. 

Ebrahim, along with his co¬ 
defendants. did not testify during 
the trial, but be submitted a 
17-page written statement to the 
court in which he alleged that all 
three men were tortured by 
police. 

“Finding us guilty is merely a 
statement that the state considers 
the struggle for democracy, 
equality, justice, peace and a 
non-radal sodety to be morally 
and politically reprehensible,” he 
said. 

“We wish to say to our people, 
we tried to carry out your be¬ 
hests,” Ebrahim wrote. “We did 
our best to live up to what you 
expected of us as members of the 
African National Congress.” 


WORLD NEWS IN BRIEF 


Gorbachev wants to visit U.K. 


Poets urge seizure of Carbide assets 


LONDON (AP) -— Soviet President Mikhail Gorbachev has told 
Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher he would like to set new dates 
as soon as possible for the offidal visit to Britain that was 
postponed by the Armenian earthquake. Thatcher's office said 
Sunday. Soviet Ambassador Leonid Zamyatin visited Thatcher 
for 45 minutes at her 10 Downing Street office Sunday night on bis 
return from Moscow and conveyed a verbal message from 
Gorbachev on a number of international issues, a spokeswoman 
for the British prime minister said. In the message, Gorbachev 
confirmed his desire to pay an official visit as soon as new dates 
could be set. the spokeswoman said on condition of anonymity, in 
keeping with British practice. Thatcher replied that the Soviet 
leader would be welcome whenever he chose to visit, the 
spokeswoman said. 


BHOPAL. India (R) — Poets from more than a dozen countries 
have asked the U.S. government to confiscate the assets of the 
Union Carbide Corporation to provide compensation for the 
victims of the Bhopal gas disaster. Organisers of an International 
Poetry Festival in Bhopal said Monday that 23 poets signed a 
letter making the demand. More than 3.300 people have died 
from the 1984 Bhopal disaster in which poisonous gas spewed 
from a Union Carbide pesticide plant. The poets said in a letter to 
the White House that confiscation of Connecticut-based Union 
Carbide's assets would ensure speedy compensation for the 
victims of the world’s worst industrial accident. An Indian 
government suit seeking $3 billion in compensation from Union 
Carbide has resulted so far only in an order for $290 million in' 
interim compensation, against which Union Carbide is appealing 


Wiring fault found in British Boeing 


Premadasa cancels ceremonies 


LONDON (AP) — A British airline found crossed wires in a 
Boeing 757 during checks of cargo compartment warning systems 
following the discovery of wiring problems in two 757s in the 
United States, the Civil Aviation Authority said Sunday. The 
fault, in a Boeing operated by Air 2000, was caused by switched 
plugs and was immediately rectified, the aviation authority said. 
The British airline flies from Gatwick airport south of London to 
Orlando, Florida and Mombasa. Kenya. The aircraft has been 
cleared to resume service. No faults have been reported so far on 
the 39 other Boeing 757s operated by four British airlines. The 
aviation authority ordered checks on the cargo compartment fire 
warning systems of Boeing 757s Friday after an alert from the 
United States. 


COLOMBO. Sri Lanka (AP) — President Ranasinghe Premada- 
sa has cancelled all ceremonies connected with next month’s 
anniversary of Sri Lankan independence in an attempt to save 
government funds for an anti-poverty programme, state-run radio 
said Monday. The radio said the Feb. 4 military parades, gun - 
salutes and processions of schoolchildren were cancelled for the 
first time in the country's history on Premadasa's orders. The day 
marks the 41st anniversary of independence from British rule, and. 
the annua! celebration draws thousands of spectators. Premadasa 
has asked people from outside Colombo nor to come to the capital 
since there will be no ceremonies, the radio said. Instead the 
president has scheduled a number of religious 'ceremonies froth ' 
Feb. 1-5 to mark the occasion, it said. • •-■■■■ 



France gets first 
sextuplets 


PARIS (AP) — A 29-year-old 
woman who had been treated for 
infertility gave birth Saturday to 
four girls and two boys, the first 
sextuplets recorded in France, 
doctors said. Coralie,. Gaelle, 
Melanie, Doriane. Cedric and 
Kevin were bom by caesarean 
section at a maternity clinic at 
Port Royale, in southern Paris. 
All were in good health, the clinic 
said. The mother, Marie Claude 
Adam, gave birth after 32-and-a- 
half weeks of pregnancy, said her 
doctor, Gaston Verdoock. He 
said the infants weighed between 
1.320 kilogrammes and 1.490 
kilogrammes. 


Only one 

heartbreak Hotel’ 


PRUDENVILLE; Michigan 
(AP) — It took Tommy Durden 
just 22 minutes to write Elvis 
Presley's mammoth hit “Heart¬ 
break Hotel.” But after a lifetime 
of trying, be has not been able to 
come up with another big song. 
Durden, 69, a retired commercial 
dishwasher repairman, still lives 
off royalties from the 1956 hit *- 
“Evidently, it is a better song than 
I thought it was when I wrote it,” 
he said. Durden co-wrote the 
soDg with a friend, Mae Boren 
Axton, while he was playing 
guitar with smiling Jack Jerring 
and his swing billies in Gainesvil¬ 
le. Florida. He said he got the 
idea from a newspaper story ab¬ 
out a man who committed suicide 
while clutching a note that read, 

“I walk a lonely street.” Axton 
came up with the idea of having 
lonely street lead to heartbreak 
hotel. Durden splits royalties 
three ways with Axton and Pre¬ 
sley’s estate. “I have given it a lot 
of thought.” he said-. “I have 
come to the conclusion that the 
good Lord only allows one 
‘Heartbreak Hotel* to a cus¬ 
tomer.” 


Original Butt 
Sketch’ 


DALLAS, Texas (AP) — Artist 
Krandel Lee Newton is getting 
ahead by sketching behinds. On 
warm days, Newton sets up his 
business called “The Original 
Butt Sketch” in Dallas' West End, 
a section of downtown that on 
weekends attracts thousands to 
its restaurants and boutiques. 

And there he is out in the open, 
sketching with charcoal, his sub¬ 
jects lifting their jackets high 
enough for Newton and the rest iwj 
of Dallas to see their posteriors. 
Clothed, of course. “You'd be 
surprised, but after I start the first 
sketch, people just crowd around 
and I end up doing 60 or 70 on a 
Friday or Saturday night.” New¬ 
ton said. “Eighty per cent of 
them are women.” He says he is 
in high demand, travelling ail 
around the country — a festival in 
Miami last month, an auto con¬ 
vention coming up New Ore- 
leans. Newton gets $10 a sketch- 


Stations offer 
Reagan a job 


LOS ANGELES (AP) — If Pres¬ 
ident Ronald Reagan decides to 
return to sports broadcasting af¬ 
ter leaving the White House, he 
should not have much trouble 
finding work. Two radio stations, 
perhaps more intent on publicity 
than bolstering their staff, say 
they offered jobs to the outgoing 
chief executive, whose' early 
career included sportscasting in 
Des Moines, Iowa. Sister stations 
KZLA-FM and KLAC-AM are 
offering Reagan a $100,000. one- 
year contract to do a daily sports 
talk show from his California 
home. “This is absolutely a 100 
per cent bona fide offer," said 
Robert Novak, marketing direc¬ 
tor for the twin stations, which 
play country music and broadcast 
Los Angeles Lakers basketball 
and Los Angeles Kings hockey. 
Bat no sooner had word of that 
offer hit the airwaves than Oldies 
station KRLA-AM topped it with 
a 5200,000-a-year bid for a'-mom? 
ing sports commentary spot. 
KRLA general manager . Bob 
Moore said he conveyed his offer 
in a telegram to the White House. 
“Seeing how Ron’s, an ex-sport- 
scaster ...we thought this would 
be a good use of his abilities,” 
Moore said. 


■ *1 


Dolphins teach • 
Michigan swimmers 


GRASSY KEY, Florida (AP) — 

A college swim team-gorsome 
tips, about the butterfly. stroke-... 
from some of. the world’s/best 
stwmmers— dolp hin * ■ Northern- - •' 
Michigan’s 15-member women's. 
squad , worked out -Wednesday 
with, six- dolphins '-at- ifre^doijtftnn - 
research centre on .Grassy fey. .. j 
‘‘We’re basicafiy sttitferifi .of J 
propulsion m tbe watep- and who 
better to, iesurn .front' than.^dpJr^: 

the ^ 

'coach. AnneJames?<faHTngf «$- 
the.soulh 


sion. 
































































































